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Remembering A Bygone Year
‘Let bygones be bygones!’. In news
media we are reminded that it is over a
year since this nation has been battling
an invisible enemy – the corona virus.
Not just the United States, but the entire
world - the mighty and the rich, the poor
and people on the edges, all alike - is in
the throbs of this tiny, microscopic organism. We pray that there is light at the end
of tunnel and soon all these will be bygones.
We remember and pray for the many
people who suffered through it in so
many different ways and all the dead. I
am sure that history will always ask: had
it be this way?
It was on March 15th, 2020 that we last had the Holy Mass inside our beautiful Church. As the government moved into a state of shut down, it was truly a challenge to organize the Church. Church really
means gathering of people and not the building; without gathering how to have Church?
It called for ingenuity and use of modern communication technology. One of the parishioners talked
about Zoom and how we could have virtual meetings or gatherings over Zoom. Personally, I knew
hardly anything about Zoom. We researched into it, downloaded the program and eventually subscribed
to it. In this learning process I want to thank the cooperation and help from all the staff members who
whole heartedly embraced the new reality.

Continued on page 2

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
• Weekend
Mass schedule
•
Zoom
Mass: Sunday
, 10:00 am
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
• Weekday
EucharistThursday,
•
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday,
FriMonday, Tuesday,
Thursday,
Friday,
8:30
a.m.
day, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: .Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
• Sacrament
of Reconciliation
By Appointment
Only •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Fifth Sunday of Lent•

March 21st, 2021

Continued from page 1

Soon we were able to live-cast Holy Mass on Zoom. Gradually we started the Faith
Formation for the Children and the various devotional practices like the Rosary, Stations
of the Cross, Divine Mercy prayers and the Litany of Loretto. We organized the Spiritual
Book club on Zoom with great success. Then, we organized Night Prayers which the parishioners love.
Thorough it all, we were able to organize one Holy Mass in the parking lot on Sundays
which was quite well attended.
We also held our regular staff meetings, Finance Council meetings, Pastoral Council
and Liturgy Committee meetings on Zoom.
In spite of it all, I have to admit that Zoom is no substitute for in person gatherings. It
is the fellowship and camaraderie of people that we miss in virtual meetings. It is my
earnest prayer that the situation continues to improve and after Easter we can all be together in our beloved Church building. Saint Augustine is truly a beautiful Church very
conducive to prayer; not to mention all the stained-glass windows of the saints. Praying
in the Church is like being in communion with the saints!
Our Holy Week schedule will be going out soon. I invite everyone to participate in the
parish Reconciliation Service. It is important that we cleanse our heart and soul and
mind before entering the Holy Week, the most Holy time for us Christians.
Let us all enter the Holy Week with gratitude to a God who opened the doors of paradise to us and offered us eternal life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Father Augustine Joseph
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Holy Week Schedule

April 1st, 2021, HOLY THURSDAY
Celebration of the Lord’ Supper 6:00 PM (also on Zoom)
April 2nd, 2021, GOOD FRIDAY
Seven Last Words - 12:00 PM (only on Zoom)
Stations of the Cross - 3:00 PM (only on Zoom)
Veneration of the Cross and Holy communion - 6:00 PM (also on Zoom)
April 3rd, 2021
Easter Vigil - 6:00 PM (also on Zoom)
April 4th, 2021, EASTER SUNDAY
Holy Mass at 10:00 AM (also on Zoom)
All Liturgical Services will be held in the upper parking lot.

Oakland, California

• Fifth Sunday of Lent•

March 21st , 2021

Parish news
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
8:30 am Weekday Morning Masses
Our church is once again open for weekday Masses, Monday through
Friday.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director & Faith Formation Coordinator
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

The Alcatraz Avenue main doors will remain closed, so please enter
through the Colby St. gate, which will be closed, but unlocked.
The Masses will also be on Zoom so if you would like the link, please
call Linda at (510) 653-8631 and she will be happy to send it to you.
St. Augustine Zoom Links
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428
Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so,
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know
you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-20192020.pdf and it is also located on our website.

March 21st, 2021
WEEKLY CALENDAR

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Advent prayer via
Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Advent prayer via
Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Karen Miller, Julia
Custodio, Jessie Jacob, Richard
Conness, Erika Chaine, Jay and
Cynthia Mitchell, Virginia Frumenti, Mary Owens, Karen
Burns.
And those who have died:
Harold Jacobson, Franklin Litonjua, Fr. Cyriac, Diane Talley, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, March 21st
Kathleen Tuba (-)
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MARCH 19 IS THE SOLEMNITY OF ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
In honor of the 150th anniversary of the proclamation of St. Joseph as patron of the universal church, Pope
Francis has declared 2021 as the Year of St. Joseph
The decree said that Pope Francis had established a Year of St. Joseph so that “every member of the faithful,
following his example, may strengthen their life of faith daily in the complete fulfillment of God’s will.” It added that
the pope had granted special indulgences to mark the year.
The Dec. 8 decree was issued by the Apostolic Penitentiary, the dicastery of the Roman Curia that oversees
indulgences, and signed by the Major Penitentiary, Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, and the Regent, Msgr. Krzysztof Nykiel.
In addition to the decree, Francis issued an apostolic letter Tuesday dedicated to the foster father of Jesus.
The pope explained in the letter, entitled Patris corde (“With a father’s heart”) and dated Dec. 8, that he
wanted to share some “personal reflections” on the spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. “My desire to do so increased
during these months of pandemic,” he said, noting that many people had made hidden sacrifices during the crisis in
order to protect others. “Each of us can discover in Joseph -- the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden
presence -- an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble,” he wrote. “St. Joseph reminds us that those who
appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.”
In its decree Tuesday, the Apostolic Penitentiary said that, “to reaffirm the universality of St. Joseph's patronage in the Church,” it would grant a plenary indulgence to Catholics who recite any approved prayer or act of piety in
honor of St. Joseph, especially on March 19, the saint’s solemnity, and May 1, the Feast of St. Joseph the
Worker. Other notable days for the plenary indulgence are the Feast of the Holy Family on Dec. 29 and St. Joseph’s
Sunday in the Byzantine tradition, as well as the 19th of each month and every Wednesday, a day dedicated to the
saint in the Latin tradition.
The decree said: “In the current context of health emergency, the gift of the plenary indulgence is particularly
extended to the elderly, the sick, the dying and all those who for legitimate reasons are unable to leave the house, who,
with a soul detached from any sin and with the intention of fulfilling, as soon as possible, the three usual conditions, in
their own home or where the impediment keeps them, recite an act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, comfort of the sick
and patron of a happy death, offering with trust in God the pains and discomforts of their life.”
The three conditions for receiving a plenary indulgence are sacramental confession, the reception of Holy
Communion and prayer for the pope's intentions.
Catholic News Agency
Vatican December 8, 2020

Pope Francis’ Prayer to St. Joseph
“Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed
her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.”

For Adults: When and in what way have you seen life come from death?
For Children: When have you felt stronger because you sacrificed something for a friend or member of
your family?
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WINGS Announcement
Our theme for this year is “Strength for the Journey”. Join us on Wednesdays for
the topic of the day ~ Coming Together. Say “Yes” to WINGS!
The Spring season is devoted to "Faith in Action." This faith enhancement group for
women encourages spiritual growth through prayer, Scripture study, life sharing and community. We will meet on Wednesdays on the Zoom platform from 9:15-11:15am until further notice.
Our engaging speakers will uplift you and keep you informed. You’ll experience a welcoming community as we support each other in our spiritual growth. Invite a friend!
Women from local parishes and other denominations are welcome!
If you’re new to WINGS or wish to sample a meeting, send your email address to Nancy
Midlin midlin.nancy@gmail.com. She will send you the link to Zoom. For more information, or to attend as a guest, contact St. Augustine parishioner, Courtenay Redis,
at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com.
March 21st, Second Collection
Our second collection this week is for Catholic Relief Services Bishop’s Overseas appeal.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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