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Holy Week
Is hope dead? This question has been asked or
thought about by people from the dawn of civilization. We all face difficult moments of darkness and
anxiety when things can become difficult. Some may
become disillusioned with life and lose hope. This
happens especially when we focus just on what is
wrong with the world - pandemic, violence in our society, killings, war, racism, moral ambivalence, etc.
When great disasters take place, hope keeps us
alive. After the great flood described in the Bible,
hope is described in the form of an olive leaf. “When
the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf!” Genesis
8:11.
During these challenging times, hope can also be misunderstood. We may think that it is having a
positive attitude or being optimistic. We may place our hope in things of this world, such as our work or
charitable projects, thinking they will bring us happiness.
Christian Hope
For Christians, hope is a theological virtue. It is infused in us, especially at our Baptism. It is a combination of the desire for something and expectation of receiving it; the virtue is hoping for Divine union
and so eternal happiness. While faith is a function of the intellect, hope is an act of the will.
The theological virtue of hope is the power by which we desire the Kingdom of Heaven as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the grace of the
Holy Spirit. Jesus will give us the graces that we need for the journey to Heaven.
Pope Francis reminds us that true hope is not built on human words or assurances, but on God’s
Word and His promise of salvation and eternal life. Holy Week is a time to reflect on the effects of Jesus’ Resurrection, the opening of Heaven for humanity. It is a time of joy together. It can also be a good
time to reflect on the true nature of hope and on those who can act as models of it for us today.
Continued on page 2

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
• Weekend Mass schedule •
• Weekend
Mass schedule
•
Zoom
Mass: Sunday
, 10:00 am
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday Eucharist: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
• Weekday
EucharistThursday,
•
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday,
FriMonday, Tuesday,
Thursday,
Friday,
8:30
a.m.
day, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: .Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
• Sacrament
of Reconciliation
By Appointment
Only •
Saturday 4 p.m.
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord•

March 28th, 2021

Continued from page 1

Like faith, hope is not a human attitude or opinion, but it is a gift of the Holy Spirit.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes the true nature and meaning of the virtue. It
states:
Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the Kingdom of Heaven and eternal
life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our own
strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. (CCC 1817)
God has placed in each of our hearts the desire and longing for true happiness. The virtue of
hope responds to this innermost desire and helps us to place our trust in God. The Catechism
of the Catholic Church describes the work and function of hope. It states:
[This virtue] takes up the hopes that inspire men’s activities and purifies them so as to
order them to the Kingdom of Heaven; it keeps man from discouragement; it sustains
him during times of abandonment; it opens up his heart in expectation of eternal beatitude. Buoyed up by hope, he is preserved from selfishness and led to the happiness that
flows from charity. (CCC 1818)
Jesus used the image of the kingdom of God to express the content of our hope. He used
parables, images, and symbols to describe what is eternal and invisible to the human eye. St.
Paul declares, “Now hope that sees for itself is not hope. For who hopes for what one
sees?” (Romans 8:24). This gift of the Holy Spirit helps us envision what still cannot be seen
and which would otherwise be impossible to expect.
For St. Paul, hope is a person, it is Christ Himself. It is more than simply a desire for the joys
of eternal life, rather is a desire to be with Jesus. To be with the Lord forever is the heart’s
deepest desire, even more profound than its desire for life itself (1 Thessalonians 4:17). It
stems from the believer’s sincere love of Jesus. St. Paul assures us, “For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39). It is this assurance of
the love and presence of Jesus and His Father that allows anyone who is suffering to find encouragement and comfort. Jesus Himself, and His love for each of us, is the reason for our
hope.
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The Easter season, and in particular, the Ascension of our Lord, reminds us that we
must not place our hope in earthly things. Instead, we must place it in Jesus, who has
gone to prepare a place for us in heaven and whose love sustains and comforts us in
our daily lives. Hope is not the same as optimism, it is not based on human assurances, but on the promise and word of God. It calls us to accept what is difficult for us
to understand in God’s plans. True hope does not disappoint. Let us ask the Lord to
strengthen our hope in times of darkness and to help us to be a source of hope for others.
Holy Week is a time when we walk with Jesus in His passion, suffering and death.
Maybe we should keep in mind the words of the old fisherman, Santiago, who had not
caught a fish in 84 days, in the novel The Old Man and the Sea; he says, “It is silly not
to hope, and besides, I think it is a sin.” He, then, catches the biggest fish he has ever
caught.
The biggest catch of our life is our hope in Jesus Christ who says “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even though they die;” John
11:25
Let us grow in faith and hope and love during Holy Week. “The Son of Man will be
lifted up.” And so will we.
Father Augustine Joseph
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Holy Week Schedule

April 1st, 2021, HOLY THURSDAY
Celebration of the Lord’ Supper 6:00 PM (also on Zoom)
April 2nd, 2021, GOOD FRIDAY
Seven Last Words - 12:00 PM (only on Zoom)
Stations of the Cross - 3:00 PM (only on Zoom)
Divine Mercy Chaplet—3:30 PM (only on Zoom)
Veneration of the Cross and Holy communion - 6:00 PM (also on Zoom)
April 3rd, 2021
Easter Vigil - 6:00 PM (also on Zoom)
April 4th, 2021, EASTER SUNDAY
Holy Mass at 10:00 AM (also on Zoom)
All Liturgical Services will be held in the upper parking lot.
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Parish news
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
8:30 am Weekday Morning Masses
Our church is once again open for weekday Masses, Monday through
Friday.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director & Faith Formation Coordinator
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

The Alcatraz Avenue main doors will remain closed, so please enter
through the Colby St. gate, which will be closed, but unlocked.
The Masses will also be on Zoom so if you would like the link, please
call Linda at (510) 653-8631 and she will be happy to send it to you.
St. Augustine Zoom Links
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428
Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so,
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know
you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
Please fill out the Faith Formation Registration, here is the direct link: http://staugustineoakland.com/wp-content/
uploads/2019/07/Faith-Formation-Registration-Form-20192020.pdf and it is also located on our website.

March 28th, 2021
WEEKLY CALENDAR

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Advent prayer via
Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Advent prayer via
Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Karen Miller, Julia
Custodio, Jessie Jacob, Richard
Conness, Erika Chaine, Virginia
Frumenti, Karen Burns.
And those who have died:
Harold Jacobson, Franklin Litonjua, Fr. Cyriac, Diane Talley, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, March 28th
Zachariah McGonagle (-)
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For Adults: When have you felt that you betrayed the confidence of another, as Peter did when he denied Jesus?
For Children: When have you let someone down who trusted you? How did you feel?

