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Dream, Dream
Let Us Dream. The Path To A Better Future, is a book inspired by
a conversation between Pope Francis and Austen Ivereigh. The book
looks at the current challenges facing the world. Besides the pandemic, there are other crises enveloping the world - wars, weapons of
mass destruction, refugees, environmental crisis and so on. These
have led to a global predicament without parallels. Do we come out of
them better or worse? Do all these become an opportunity for growth?
The world is not a finished product; it is continuously being made or
created. We need to be part of this creative process in partnership
with God. We are creators of our future. Humanity has the power to overcome the destructive forces…
It is a moment to dream big, a time to free ourselves from the false securities of the pre-pandemic political economic systems and crate an inclusive economics, caring for the basic human needs – land, lodging, and labor. A new economy that is in dialogue with the poor and grows from the periphery. It needs to
have a sense of responsibility for others and an overflow of grace…
There is a desire to reimagine our world. The suggested process or methodology is to: see, choose
and act. To come out of this crisis better, we have to see clearly, choose well, and act right.
The main obstacles to reimaging the world are the three ways of blocking out reality and connectivity:
Narcissism, discouragement, pessimism.
Narcissism: It is to focus on oneself; only self is seen. Everything else considered in relationship to
one’s personal advantage…
Discouragement: It is the tendency to complain and lament, not about other’s needs but about what
one has lost. It leads to sadness in spiritual life, encases the self, and blot out the ability to see anything
outside of oneself.
Pessimism: It is a door shut to the future and to the vast possibilities, and to things new.
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To overcome these three obstacles, one needs to commit to small, concrete and positive actions one
can take. One needs to meet flesh and blood people not just pictures on TV screens or YouTube. We
cannot be indifferent to the plight of suffering humanity. God is never indifferent. The essence of God is
mercy which is responding to issues and peoples with action…
An over-exposure to the media or Zoom fatigue could lead to different types of abuse, sexual, sins of
the powerful, clericalism (sense of entitlement) etc.
Pope Francis decries the mask protest; mostly governments worked to safeguard the populace. Focus needs to be more on common good rather than on individual liberty in a time of pandemic.
Similarly, trying to undo the past is not possible nor helpful. Rather, the past should serve as a lesson
for the future; injustices of the past help us to avoid them and not repeat the horrors of the past. Consider the genealogy of Jesus. It contains all sorts of people, (murderers, prostitutes, thieves, etc.) not
just the perfect. It does not cancel or hide the shame of the past but acknowledges it as it is.
Again, we cannot be healthy in an unhealthy or sick world. This beautiful world is God’s gift to us.
We need to appreciate and take care of it. There has to be a gradual growth in ecological awareness –
a harmony of humanity and nature. Grace builds on nature! Ecological concern ought to be an awareness and not an ideology.
The book of prophet Nehemiah, could serve as an inspiration for getting involved in the lives of the
people. After Babylonian exile, Jerusalem and its surroundings were in ruins. Nehemiah gets the permission from the king of Persia to rebuild Jerusalem. He returned to Jerusalem, organized the people,
and gradually built back the city and the temple.
This Sunday we celebrate the Good Shepherd Sunday. As Pope Francis says, a ‘good shepherd is
‘one who smells like the sheep.” Good shepherds are invited to see, choose and act.
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Parish News
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
8:30 am Weekday Morning Masses
Our church is once again open for weekday Masses, Monday through
Friday.
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The Alcatraz Avenue main doors will remain closed, so please enter
through the Colby St. gate, which will be closed, but unlocked.
The Masses will also be on Zoom so if you would like the link, please
call Linda at (510) 653-8631 and she will be happy to send it to you.
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428
Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
If you have your Rice Bowls, please either bring them with you
to give to an usher if you attend a weekend Mass, or you can call
the rectory at (510) 653-8631 to set up a time to drop them off.
Thank you for your generosity.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so,
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know
you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Next week April 25, we have decided to do in-person Faith Formation / Zoom hybrid. For those who can attend Faith Formation
in person, we will start at 11:15, and at the same time, will be
streaming through Zoom, for those who want to at least tune in.
Natasha will be leading in-person Faith Formation, while April
will be managing the Zoom classroom.
If parents are okay with this method we will continue doing hybrid, otherwise, if most kids show up to Faith Formation in person,
we will continue in person-- and the inverse, if half of our kids want
to continue on zoom, we can alternate weeks between in person
and virtual classroom.

April 25th, 2021
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Karen Miller, Richard Conness, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Melissa Fong, Laura Patterson, Robert Denny, Zeena Attig.
And those who have died:
Jessie Jacob, Karen Burns, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, April 25th
Sallie Kachel (+)
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Every year, on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, the Church’s liturgy presents to us the figure of Jesus, the
“Good Shepherd.” The Gospel reading is taken from the tenth chapter of Saint John’s Gospel. This coming
Sunday, the passage is John 10: 11-18. I wish to reflect in this column on this Gospel passage in which Jesus identifies Himself as the “good shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep.”
In the early Church, the figure of Christ as the Good Shepherd was a prominent image. This image is
seen often in early Christian art. Clearly, it had great meaning for the early Christians since it often appeared, painted or sculpted, in the catacombs and on sarcophagi and baptismal fonts. Clearly, our ancestors in the Christian faith were moved by this image of Jesus. These effigies by the first generations of
Christians show us that the image of Christ as the Good Shepherd was an image of faith that touched their
hearts in a special way.
Already in the Old Testament, the figure of the shepherd was an image for God. The prophets Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel spoke of God as the shepherd of the people of Israel. The people were referred to
as the Lord’s flock. There is a particularly moving reflection on God as shepherd of His people in the famous Psalm 23 which begins: The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” In this beautiful psalm, the author
writes that he lacks nothing as long as the shepherd is with him. He speaks of letting God, his shepherd,
lead him to safe pastures: He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters; He
restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
It is significant that Jesus applies this image of God as the shepherd to Himself. Jesus revealed an aspect of the Good Shepherd’s love that had not been revealed in the Old Testament when He said that a
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. These words were confirmed during Christ’s passion. Jesus laid down His life on the cross. He did so with love and He did so freely. In this Sunday’s Gospel, Our
Lord says: This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one
takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. Jesus offered Himself up on the cross to redeem humanity,
to save every individual person. He did so with love, in union with His Father’s love for us.

This is an excerpt of an article published in Today’s Catholic, April 21, 2015
Read the full article here: https://todayscatholic.org/the-good-shepherd/
For Adults: Whom are you shepherding in your life right now, and who shepherds you?
For Children: Who has been like a shepherd to you by their example? For whom could you be a shepherd?

