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FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
The Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ, commemorates the bodily Ascension of Jesus into
heaven. It is one of the ecumenical (i.e., universally celebrated) feasts of Christian churches, ranking
with the feasts of the Good Friday, of Easter, and Pentecost. Following the account of Acts 1:3 that the
risen Jesus appeared for 40 days prior to His Ascension, Ascension Day is traditionally celebrated on a
Thursday, the fortieth day of Easter; in our diocese the celebration is moved to the following Sunday,
that is, May 16th. In the Catholic Church in the United States, the day of observance varies by ecclesiastical province.
The observance of this feast is of great antiquity. Eusebius (considered the first Church historian)
seems to hint at the celebration of it in the 4th century. At the beginning of the 5th century, St.
Augustine says that it is of Apostolic origin, and he speaks of it in a way that shows it was the universal
observance of the Church long before his time. Frequent mention of it is made in the writings of St. John
Chrysostom, St. Gregory of Nyssa, and in the Constitution of the Apostles.
The Pilgrimage of Aetheria speaks of the vigil of this feast and of the feast itself, as they were kept in
the church built over the grotto in Bethlehem in which Christ is traditionally regarded as having been
born. It may be that prior to the 5th century the event narrated in the Gospels was commemorated in
conjunction with the feast of Easter or Pentecost.
The Latin terms used for the feast, ascensio and, occasionally, ascensa, signify that Christ was
raised up by his own powers, and it is from these terms that the holy day gets its name, ascension.

Happy Mother’s Day
It is a beautiful day to remember and pray for our mothers. Most people have experienced the love,
care and sacrifices of their mothers. Let us all pray for our mothers and if they have passed from this
world to eternity, pray for the repose of their souls. May God bless all mothers.
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Oakland, California

• Sixth Sunday of Easter•

May 9th, 2021

Parish News
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
8:30 am Weekday Morning Masses
Our church is once again open for weekday Masses, Monday through
Friday.
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The Alcatraz Avenue main doors will remain closed, so please enter
through the Colby St. gate, which will be closed, but unlocked.
The Masses will also be on Zoom so if you would like the link, please
call Linda at (510) 653-8631 and she will be happy to send it to you.
10:00 am Sunday Morning Mass
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83932247428
Rosary and Night Prayer Zoom Links
3 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
7 pm Rosary Link (Sunday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88232303132?
pwd=WVVLR0Eyb09tM1VGMFdoQ2t1OExIUT09
Night Prayer Link (Monday through Friday)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89697534831?
pwd=czN1U1c0TjlSaE5rSE9ONDc4UnBSUT09
Our neighbor and tenant, Oakland Elizabeth House, invites you to
their 30th Anniversary Gala!
This virtual celebration will be held on Saturday, May 15th at 4:30 p.m.
The mission of Elizabeth House is to support women and children transition
to independence by creating and maintaining a nurturing, cooperative living
environment that provides hospitality, resources, and respect. There are
currently 10 mothers and 16 children at EHouse, and all have experienced
homelessnessness, domestic violence or addiction.
To learn more about Elizabeth House and the 30years of Hope Gala
event, visit their website, or contact me
at courtenaymorganredis@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so,
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know
you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
UPDATE! UPDATE! UPDATE!
Last week’s Faith Formation Class via Zoom & hybrid went
well. For those who can attend Faith Formation in person, we will
start at 11:15, and at the same time, will be streaming through
Zoom, for those who want to at least tune in.
Natasha will be leading in-person Faith Formation, while April
will be managing the Zoom classroom.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Melissa Fong, Laura Patterson, Robert Denny, Zeena Attig,
Mary Lanigan
And those who have died:
Jessie Jacob, Karen Miller, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, May 9th
Jolan Szabo (-)
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Due to COVID we are unable to have some of the celebrations for Mary that we usually have, such as the Crowning, but we can still honor the Blessed Mother by learning more about her.
Next Monday, May 9, at 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm, we will begin a study called The Bible and The Virgin Mary. This
series, published by the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, will help us learn more about our Blessed
Mother through, Scripture, the teachings of the Church Fathers, Tradition, and some of the Apparitions. Each
video is about 30 minutes long – a bit longer than the studies we did during Advent and Lent – and, allowing
for discussion and questions, each session will take about an hour. We will still pray the Rosary daily either
before or after the video and discussion.
I hope you will join us on Zoom for this study – it promises to be very engaging. And, for those of you who think
you already know enough about The Virgin Mary, I have included a short quiz for your enjoyment. I got several answers wrong when I took it but I’m sure I’ll ace it after the class.
~April
THE BIBLE AND THE VIRGIN MARY QUIZ- how much do you know about the Mother of God?
1. True or False? There are only about 15 episodes involving Mary in the Bible.
True
False
2. In Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus, he tells us that Mary is
At the center of Israel’s history
At the center of the world’s salvation
Both a and b
Neither a nor b
3. At the annunciation, Mary says
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”
“Do whatever he tells you.”
“May it be done to me according to your word.”
“From now on all generations will call me blessed.”
4. The protoevangelium
Is the “first Gospel”
Is the inaugural announcement of God’s plan of salvation
Supports the dogma of the Immaculate Conception
All of the above
5. True or False? Catholics worship Mary.
True
False
6. Which Church Father said, “The know of Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary”?
St. Basil
St. Ireneaus
St. John Chrysostom
St. Augustine
7. The Ark of the Covenant did not hold
Manna
The Ten Commandments
The Robe of Melchizedek
None of the above
Continued on page 5

For Adults: How is love of others connected to love for God?
For Children: Who needs Jesus’ love this week? How can you show them his love?

THE BIBLE AND THE VIRGIN MARY QUIZ- how much do you know about the Mother of God?
8. True or False? Truths about Mary ultimately point to greater truths about Christ.
True
False
9. Who sat at the right hand of the king of Israel?
The High Priest
The Royal Steward
The king’s son
The Queen Mother
10. What was the first official Dogma approved by the Church?
Divine motherhood
Perpetual Virginity
Immaculate Conception
The Assumption
11. Jesus calls Mary ‘woman’ at the Wedding at Cana because
Women weren’t treated as equals
She wasn’t important
She signifies that this is the start of a New Covenant
She doesn’t speak
12. Which of these is NOT a title for Mary?
The New Eve
The Ark of the Covenant
Queen Mother
The Beloved Disciple
13. In ancient Israel, the Queen Mother
Advised the king
Interceded on the people’s behalf
Was a sign of the king’s legitimacy
All of the above
14. The dogma of the Immaculate Conception states
Mary was conceived without original sin and without concupiscence
Jesus was conceived without sin
Mary was assumed into heaven
Mary’s perpetual virginity
15. True or False? The early Christians called Mary the Mother of God.
True
False
16. The women in Revelation 12 is
Mary
The Church
Both a and b
Neither a nor b
17. According to Jeremiah, when would the Ark of the Covenant be seen again?
At the final judgement
When God show’s His mercy and gathers His people together
When the Israelites rebuild the temple
At the Second Coming
18. By declaring that Mary was the Mother of God, the Church affirmed
Jesus is one person with two natures
Jesus is full God
Jesus is fully man
All of the above
19. Matthew’s Nativity story portrays Mary as
The Queen Mother
The Handmaid of the Lord
A lowly servant
The Ark of the New Covenant
20. True or False? At the annunciation, it’s as if the angel Gabriel gives Mary a new name.
True
False

