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Antiquum Ministerium - Motu Proprio
Pope Francis instituted a new ministry of catechists with the Motu Proprio, Antiquum Ministerium,
(Ancient Ministry) promulgated on May 10th 2021; it is open to lay Catholics, men and women to serve
the church by transmitting the faith. While the role of catechist is already recognized in the Catholic
Church, largely as teachers in missionary contexts, the current document, answers demands from lay
Catholics for a bigger voice in the church in the wake of decades of scandals and increasing clerical
control.
“With the institution of this ministry of Catechist, Pope Francis further promotes the formation and engagement of the laity,” says archbishop Salvatore Fisichella, who heads the Pontifical Council for the
Promotion of the New Evangelization. He added, “It is obvious that not everyone who is a catechist today will have access to the ministry of catechist.”
It will be up to the national conferences of bishops to decide “the necessary process of formation and
the normative criteria for admission to this ministry,” the pope wrote. Further the document states,
“There is no doubt that the institution of this ministry, together with those already existing of Acolyte and
Lector, will make it possible to have a laity that is better prepared in the transmission of the faith.
WHAT ARE THE TYPES OF DOCUMENTS ISSUED BY THE HOLY SEE?
It is the pope’s duty to guide the ship (Church) through the turbulent waves of the world to reach the
eternal shores of Heaven. One way the pope has guided the Church throughout the centuries is through
papal documents. The following are the various types documents issued by the pope.
Apostolic Constitution
This type of document includes solemn “magisterial” actions of the pope — for example, the erection
of a new diocese or changing the norms governing church schools and universities. For example, Pope
Paul VI’s apostolic constitution Missale Romanum (1969) promulgated for the whole Church the new
missal to be used at Holy Mass.
Pope Francis has issued one entitled Veritatis Gaudium, on “ecclesiastical universities and faculties.”
These are very solemn pronouncement issued by the Pope on a doctrinal or disciplinary question.
Continued on page 2
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Papal Bull
A papal “bull” is a very dramatic way of presenting such a solemn pronouncement. At times popes
will issue an official declaration or announcement. These documents traditionally bear a round seal
made of lead and attached with cords of silk; portraits of Sts. Peter and Paul appear on one side, and
the name of the pope on the other. The Latin word for a round seal or medallion is bulla (literally,
“bubble”), so documents with this kind of seal became known as papal bulls. For example, the dogma
of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother was issued through the apostolic constitution, Munificentissimus Deus (1950) in the form of a papal bull. Also, St. John Paul II issued a papal
bull to announce the Jubilee Year of 2000.
Encyclical
Originally this type of document was simply a letter sent around by the bishops. Over time it became
an official papal document that focuses on a particular Catholic doctrine. It is usually addressed to the
bishops and priests of the Church. Pope Francis’ primary encyclical thus far has been Laudato si’, on
the care of creation.
Broader in scope and less solemn, an encyclical denotes a pastoral letter written by the Holy Father
for the entire Church. This document focuses on a pastoral issue concerning a matter of doctrine, morality, devotion, or discipline. Since the earliest days of the Church, Popes have issued this kind of letter.
Apostolic Exhortation
Similar to apostolic letters, an exhortation is usually that, an “exhortation” that urges the Church to
consider a particular spiritual matter important to the pontiff. They are frequently written after a special
synod. Pope Benedict XVI wrote an apostolic exhortation, Verbum Domini, in which he encouraged,
among other things, the practice of lectio divina (prayerful reading of scripture).
Motu Proprio
In Latin it literally means ‘of one's own hand or volition’; voluntarily, willingly. It is an edict issued by
the Pope personally to the Roman Catholic Church or to a part of it. Pope Benedict XVI issued a motu
proprio for the approval and publication of the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Continued on page 3
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In law, motu proprio (Latin for: "on his own impulse") describes an official act taken without a formal request from another party. Some jurisdictions use the term sua sponte for the same concept.
In Catholic canon law, Motu Proprio refers to a document issued by the pope on his own initiative
and personally signed by him. Such a document may be addressed to the whole Church, to part of
it, or to some individuals. A document issued motu proprio has its legal effect even if the reasons
given for its issuance are found to be false or fraudulent, a fact which would normally render the
document invalid. Its validity is based on its issuance by the pope by his own initiative, not upon the
reasons alleged.
The first motu proprio was promulgated by Pope Innocent VIII in 1484. It continues to be a common form of papal rescript, especially when establishing institutions, making minor changes to law or
procedure, and when granting favors to persons or institutions. During the first seven years of his
pontificate, Pope Francis issued 34 motu proprios, most dealing with the reform of church procedures.
Conclusion
In all, through these various documents, the Church continues to preserve the faith and to address issues confronting the faithful today so that they can live an authentic Christian life.
Father Augustine Joseph
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Parish News
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box
8:30 am Weekday Morning Masses
Our church is once again open for weekday Masses, Monday through
Friday.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director & Faith Formation Coordinator
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

The Alcatraz Avenue main doors will remain closed, so please enter
through the Colby St. gate, which will be closed, but unlocked.
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
If you have your Rice Bowls, please either bring them with you to
give to an usher if you attend a weekend Mass, or you can call the
rectory at (510) 653-8631 to set up a time to drop them off.
Thank you for your generosity.
Karen Miller’s Sunday, June 6th, 10 am Memorial Mass at St.
Augustine’s, Oakland.
Those who would like to share their thoughts about Karen after
Holy Communion, must contact Linda at the rectory by Friday, June
4th.
The fifth Sunday St. Vincent dePaul second collection will be on
May 30th.
Thank you for your generosity.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so,
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know
you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
UPDATE! UPDATE! UPDATE!
Last week’s Faith Formation Class via Zoom & hybrid went
well. For those who can attend Faith Formation in person, we will
start at 11:15, and at the same time, will be streaming through
Zoom, for those who want to at least tune in.
Natasha will be leading in-person Faith Formation, while April
will be managing the Zoom classroom.

May 30th, 2021
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10 am Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Friday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Friday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Melissa Fong, Laura Patterson, Robert Denny, Zeena Attig,
Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin
And those who have died:
Jessie Jacob, Karen Miller, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, May 29th
Elvira Campolo (+)
Sunday, May 30th
John McVay (+)
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The Mystery of the Holy Trinity
“The Feast of the Most Holy Trinity
leads us to contemplate the mystery of
God who unceasingly creates, redeems
and sanctifies, always with love and
through love.”–Pope Francis, May 27,
2018
The mystery of the Holy Trinity is the
central mystery of the Christian faith and
life. God reveals himself as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. The doctrine of the Trinity
includes three truths of faith.
First, the Trinity is One. We do not
speak of three gods but of one God. Each of the Persons is fully God. They are a unity of
Persons in one divine nature.
Second, the Divine Persons are distinct from each other. Father, Son, and Spirit are not
three appearances or modes of God, but three identifiable persons, each fully God in a way
distinct from the others.
Third, the Divine Persons are in relation to each other. The distinction of each is understood only in reference to the others. The Father cannot be the Father without the Son, nor
can the Son be the Son without the Father. The Holy Spirit is related to the Father and the
Son who both send him forth.
All Christians are baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
The Trinity illumines all the other mysteries of faith.
Copyright © 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.
Quote from Pope Francis, copyright © 2018, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City State. All rights reserved. Used with permission. This article is an excerpt from the United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults.

For Adults: What signs of God’s love have you witnessed in your life?
For Children: How can you b e a sign of God’s love to others this week?

