Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time•

July 18th, 2021

A Martyr for Justice (Part One)
The custodial death of an ailing and aged Jesuit priest in India, Father Stan Swamy,
on July 5th 2021, sent shock waves among people of good will. It was shocking because few people thought a democratic country like India would treat one of its own
citizens, that too an elderly priest, with such callousness and inhumanness.
The arrest: On October 23rd 2020, Thursday evening, detectives from India's National Investigation Agency (NIA) arrived in an SUV at a red and white building on
Father Stan Swamy the outskirts of Ranchi in India's eastern state of Jharkhand. There they picked up
Father Stan Swamy - against the recommendation of the state government - an ailing 83-year-old activist and Jesuit priest. They seized his mobile phone and asked him to pack a bag. They
then drove him to the airport and boarded a flight to Mumbai, where Father Swamy was remanded to judicial custody.
He was the oldest person to be accused of terrorism in India. The National Investigation Agency (NIA),
which deals with anti-terror crimes, arrested him in connection over a 2018 incident of caste-based violence and alleged links with Maoists.
But people who know the soft-spoken, low profile activist say he has devoted his life to the upliftment of
tribespeople ever since he moved to Jharkhand in 1991, hardly fits the profile of a terrorist.
Jailed without Trial: He was incarcerated in the infamous Taloja Central Jail in Mumbai and waited
eight long months without trial. During this time, his health deteriorated rapidly to the point where he could
not eat or bathe by himself. Father Stan has been repeatedly denied bail on humanitarian and medical
grounds under a sweeping anti-terror law, which many observers believe is now being mainly used to
crack down on dissent.
His concern for the poor and the defenseless is reflected in his letter from the Taloja Central Jail, where
Swamy highlighted the plight of his fellow prisoners, "Many of such poor undertrials don't know what
charges have been put on them, have not seen their charge sheet and just remain in prison for years without any legal or other assistance.” He ended the letter saying, "But we will still sing in chorus. A caged bird
can still sing."
Jail authorities were criticized for denying him access to basic amenities such as a straw and sipper - a
plastic drinking beaker with a spout or straw - which he needed to drink water because of hand tremors
caused by Parkinson's.
Continued on page 2
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In his last bail hearing in May, Swamy had predicted his death. "I would rather suffer, possibly
die here very shortly if this were to go on," he told the judges.
Yet, no judge or government gave a sympatric ear to the pleas of a sick, dying, old man. One
cannot help but exclaim with Shakespeare, “"O judgement [in this case justice] thou art fled to
brutish beasts, …!"
Government response: The government response was equally appalling if not outright hiding
behind a draconian law. India's Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement Tuesday that
Swamy was arrested and detained "following due process of the law."
In the face of heavy criticism India's federal government replied, saying Swamy's bail had
been denied because of the "specific nature of charges against him".
"Authorities in India act against violations of law and not against legitimate exercise of rights.
All such actions are strictly in accordance with the law," it said in a statement on Tuesday, July
6th 2021.
Father swamy’s testimony: In a video recorded days before his arrest, Father Swamy said
detectives had questioned him for 15 hours over five days in July. They had produced "some extracts" allegedly taken from his computer that pointed to his links with Maoists, he said. He disowned them, saying they were "fabrications" that were "stealthily" put into his computer. His advanced age, health complications, and the raging pandemic would make it difficult for him to
travel to Mumbai, he told the detectives. He hoped "humane sense would prevail", he said.
His alleged crime: People associated with Father Stan says that he moved the high court
seeking the release of 3,000 young men and women who have been languishing in prison after
being branded as Maoists. He trekked to remote tribal villages to inform them of their rights. He
told them how mines, dams and townships were being built without their consent, and of how
they had been deprived of land, often with no compensation. He openly sympathized with a
2018 rebellion of tribal people, asserting their rights over their resources and common land. He
regularly wrote articles on how big corporations were taking over tribal land for factories and
mines.
To be continued next week.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director & Faith Formation Coordinator
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail box

Pilgrimage
Walking in the footsteps of Saint Paul, Pilgrimage. I am organizing a pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece, from October 10th to 21st. It will
be a great opportunity to visit some of the places associated with the
missionary work of Saint Paul, the Apostle. You could experience the
Letters of Saint Paul come alive in these places. We will also visit the
place where great philosophers like Plato and Aristotle taught in Greece.
Brochures are available at the back of the Church. For more information contact Linda at the Parish Office or Father Augustine.
Job Opening for Ministry Coordinator
Saint Augustine Parish, Oakland, seeks a Ministry Coordinator. It is a 15
hour part-time position. Candidate must have strong spiritual leadership
skills; excellent interpersonal management, communication, public speaking
and presentation and writing skills as well as ability to multi-task. Candidate
must be able to organize and implement events and have flexibility in work
hours. It requires weekend work. A more detailed job description can be obtained from the parish.
The position is classified as M2, depending on the qualification of the individual and is open until filled. Kindly contact, Linda, at the parish office for
application forms.
You can also download the application form from the Oakland diocese
website: https://www.oakdiocese.org/offices/human-resources/employment/
personnel-policiesfor-chanceries-and-parishes/
copy2_of_Dioceseapplication2.pdf
Please send your cover letter, application and resume to Pastor, Saint
Augustine Parish, 400 Alcatraz Avenue, Oakland 94609 or email to
vrevaj20@gmail.com
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process
in which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic
Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so,
please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know
you are. Either Jay or I will get contact you as soon possible.

July 18th, 2021
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
5:00 pm Sunday Mass

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
Faith Formation classes will resume in September.

World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is July 25
How will you honor the elders in your family and community?

Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Melissa Fong, Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura Patterson.
And those who have died:
Karen Miller, Scott Shobar Simoni, Ramon Martinez, all the
victims of the Coronavirus, and
all the souls in Purgatory who
have no one to pray for them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, 10 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, 5 pm Mass
Jolan Szabo (+)

A Funeral Memorial Mass
for Maria Pestl will be held
on Saturday, July 31st, at 1
PM.
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JULY 25 IS THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS AND THE ELDERLY
By Vatican News staff reporter

Following the Angelus on Sunday, Pope Francis announced the institution of World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which will take place each year on the fourth Sunday in July, close to the feast of Sts
Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus.
THE ELEDERLY MUST NOT BE FORGOTTEN
The Holy Father said he instituted the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly because
“grandparents are often forgotten, and we forget this wealth of preserving roots and passing on” what the
elderly have received. He emphasized the importance of grandparents and grandchildren getting to know
one another, because “as the prophet Joel says, grandparents seeing their grandchildren dream,” while
“young people, drawing strength from their grandparents, will go forward and prophesy.”
FIRST FRUITS OF THE AMORIS LAETITIA FAMILY YEAR
In a press release following the announcement, Cardinal Kevin Farrell, Prefect of the Dicastery for Laity,
Family and Life, the establishment of the Day of Grandparents and the Elderly “is the first fruits of the
Amoris Laetitia Family Year, a gift to the whole Church that is destined to continue into the future.” He
added, “The pastoral care of the elderly is a priority that can no longer be postponed by any Christian community. In the encyclical Fratelli tutti, the Holy Father reminds us that no one is saved alone. With this in
mind, we must treasure the spiritual and human wealth that has been handed down from generation to
generation.”
The statement from the Dicastery notes that Pope Francis is expected to celebrate the first World Day by
presiding at Mass on the evening of Sunday, 25 July, in St Peter’s, subject to health measures in place at
the time. Closer to the Day, the Dicastery “will announce further initiatives that will mark the event.”
PRIORITIES FOR POPE FRANCIS
Within the Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life, Vittorio Scelzo is involved with the pastoral care of the
elderly. He notes that the celebration of the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly is connected to the
Days established by Pope Francis for the Word of God and for the Poor. In an interview with Vatican News,
Scelzo emphasized that “the poor, the Bible and the elderly” are “three priorities” of Pope Francis’ pontificate, priorities that are destined “to mark the future of the Church.” It is necessary to bridge the gap between the elderly and younger generations, Scelzo said, adding, “The elderly are not saved by themselves.
Unfortunately, we have seen during the pandemic how many elderly were not saved.” Pope Francis wants
to remind us that similarly, “young people, adults and our society cannot save themselves without the elderly,” said Scelzo. He noted that intergenerational dialogue is essential: “In order to come out of the crisis
better and not worse, every society needs to come to terms with its roots and develop a new synthesis of
its values, starting also from dialogue with the elderly.”
THE DREAMS OF THE ELDERLY
Scelzo continued, “The opposite of the culture of discarding is precisely pastoral care for the elderly: putting the elderly at the centre of the life of our communities every day. Not only in emergencies, not only
when it is too late to realise this.” The elderly “are trees that always bear fruit and people who continue to
dream.” So young people must be “brought into dialogue with the dreams of the elderly.” Scelzo recalls that
this is a message often repeated by Pope Francis. “The dreams of the elderly have built our society; for example, I am thinking of Europe, of a world without war anymore.” The encyclical Tutti fratelli is full of “this
dream of a world without war.” It is the dream that “our elders, our grandparents had after the Second
World War.”
“Perhaps,” Vittorio Scelzo concludes, “we need to enter into dialogue with these dreams” in order “to understand what the dreams for the future of our society should be.”
Question of the Week
For Adults: What do you do to rest so that you can return to work refreshed?
For Children: When will you take time to stop and pray this week?

