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Understanding the Assumption of Mary
In his Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus,
Pope Pius XII defined the
Dogma of the Assumption in
these words:
We proclaim and define it to be a dogma revealed by God that the
Immaculate Mother of
God, Mary ever virgin,
when the course of her
earthly life was finished,
was taken up body and
soul into the glory of
heaven.
In Pius XII's dogmatic statement, the phrase "having completed the course of her earthly life", leaves
open the question of whether the Virgin Mary died before her assumption or not. Mary's assumption is said
to have been a divine gift to her as the 'Mother of God'. Ludwig Ott's view is that, as Mary completed her
life as a shining example to the human race, the perspective of the gift of assumption is offered to the
whole human race.
Ott writes in his book Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma that "the fact of her death is almost generally
accepted by the Fathers and Theologians, and is expressly affirmed in the Liturgy of the Church", to which
he adds a number of helpful citations. He concludes: "for Mary, death, in consequence of her freedom
from original sin and from personal sin, was not a consequence of punishment of sin. However, it seems
fitting that Mary's body, which was by nature mortal, should be, in conformity with that of her Divine Son,
subject to the general law of death".
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Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm

• Weekday Eucharist •
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Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
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• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
By Appointment Only

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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The point of her bodily death has not been infallibly defined by any pope. Many Catholics believe
that she did not die at all, but was assumed directly into Heaven. The dogmatic definition within the
Apostolic Constitution Munificentissimus Deus which, according to Roman Catholic dogma, infallibly
proclaims the doctrine of the Assumption leaves open the question of whether, in connection with her
departure, Mary underwent bodily death. It does not dogmatically define the point one way or the
other, as shown by the words "having completed the course of her earthly life".
Parish Feast
Feast of the patron saint of our parish, Saint Augustine of Hippo, falls on Saturday, August 28 th. We
will be celebrating it on Sunday August 29th during 10:00 AM Holy Mass. It will be followed by light refreshments in the parking lot observing Covid protocol. All are invited to join the celebration and make
it a special day.
There will be no 6:00 PM Holy Mass on that day.
Father Augustine Joseph
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
Important Websites and TV Channels

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
www.staugustineoakland.com

EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)

Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Vatican website: Vatican.va

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
Music Director & Faith FormaThe St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
tion Coordinator
in
the
church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in
April McNeely
receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please email Rich(510) 504-4784
ard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Natasha Mendez
Faith Formation Coordinator
(510) 653-8631 ext 102

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
St. Augustine Feast Day
Please join us in celebrating our St. Augustine feast day at the August
29th 10 am Holy Mass. There will be no 6 pm Holy Mass that day.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office
(510) 653-8631 ext. 102

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Melissa Fong, Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura Patterson, Annette Thompson, and
David Toda.
And those who have died:
Scott Shobar Simoni, Ramon
Martinez, Felicisimo Bautista,
Paul Scalcini, all the victims of
the Coronavirus, and all the
souls in Purgatory who have no
one to pray for them.

Mass Intentions
Saturday 5 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday 10 am Mass
Suzy Arnhart (-)
Sunday, 5 pm Mass
Margaret McCormick (+)
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Tools for Building a Domestic Church

Question of the Week
For Adults: How does your belief in external life affect your daily life?
For Children: What does it mean to have hope?
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