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Saint Augustine of Hippo
Saint Augustine (354 –430 AD) is a larger than life figure in early Christianity. He is considered one
of the most notable Latin Christian writers on theology and philosophy. His explanation of the Trinity,
and Evil are quite unsurpassed even to this day.
The church language had been Greek for about 500 years. It is through the writings of Augustine,
Jerome and others that Latin began to become the Church language on the European continent. With
the schism (the break of communion between what are now the Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic
Churches) in the 11th century, Greek began to be used only in the Eastern Churches and Latin became
the de facto language for the western churches.
Confessions and The City of God are two of the best-known works of Saint Augustine. Confessions
has become a classic of Christian theology and a key text in the history of autobiography. This work is
an outpouring of thanksgiving and penitence. Although it is written as an account of his life, Confessions also talks about the nature of time, causality, free will, and other important philosophical topics.
The following is taken from that work:
Late have I loved Thee, O Lord; and behold,
Thou wast within and I without, and there I sought Thee.
Thou was with me when I was not with Thee.
Thou didst call, and cry, and burst my deafness.
Thou didst gleam, and glow, and dispel my blindness.
Thou didst touch me, and I burned for Thy peace.
For Thyself Thou hast made us,
And restless our hearts until in Thee they find their ease.
Late have I loved Thee, Thou Beauty ever old and ever new!
On the city of God against the pagans (Latin: De civitate Dei contra paganos), often called The City
of God, is a book of Christian philosophy written in Latin by Augustine of Hippo in the early 5th
century AD. The book was in response to allegations that Christianity brought about the decline of
Rome.
Continued on page 2

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
Weekend Mass schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
By Appointment Only

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time•

August 29th, 2021

Continued from page 1

The sack of Rome by the Visigoths in 410 left Romans in a deep state of shock, and many Romans saw it as punishment for abandoning traditional Roman religion for Christianity. One persistent rumor was that Christianity had sapped the strength of Rome. The officials and the citizenry of
Rome were still divided into Christian and non-Christian groups. It takes no power of imagination
to picture the situation.
A Roman official in North Africa, the Christian Marcellinus wrote to Augustine, telling him about
his charge against Christianity and asked him to refute it. In response to it, and in order to console
Christians, Augustine wrote The City of God as an argument for the truth of Christianity over competing religions and philosophies.
He argues that Christianity was not responsible for the sack of Rome but instead responsible for
Rome's success. Even if the earthly rule of the Empire was imperiled, it was the City of God that
would ultimately triumph.
The book, City of God, is a great compendium of ancient philosophical thoughts of the western
world as Saint Augustine examines many of them in detail. Although the book is riddled with repetitions, yet a very interesting and inspiring book to read!
Happy Feast of Saint Augustine!
Father Augustine Joseph
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 pm
in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in
receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
St. Augustine Feast Day
Please join us in celebrating our St. Augustine feast day this Sunday,
August 29th 10 am Holy Mass. There will be no 6 pm Holy Mass this
weekend.
There will be a second collection for St. Vincent dePaul this weekend.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office
(510) 653-8631 ext. 102

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura Patterson, Annette
Thompson, David Toda and Al
DaValle
And those who have died:
Scott Shobar Simoni, Ramon
Martinez, Felicisimo Bautista,
Paul Scalcini, Pamela Poblador,
all the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.

Mass Intentions
Saturday 5 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, 10 am Mass
May McGonagle (+)
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Question of the Week
For Adults: Which words of Jesus provide the most inspiration for the Christian work that you do?
For Children: How do you welcome the words of Jesus into your heart?

You’re Invited to the St. Augustine Social Justice Group!
You might know that our parish has been engaged in a multitude of social justice projects over the
years, which have focused on local and international needs. Currently, our St. Vincent de Paul chapter
runs a food pantry out of our garage, and since 1994 we have supported Elizabeth House through donations as well as the convent at low rent. In the past we have provided shoes for school children, Easter
and Christmas gifts and food to the poor, donations of financial and time resources to a refugee family, as
well as assisting the homeless to secure access to services. Also, in the late '90s we worked with OCO, a
faith-based community organizing group, to support other Oakland parishes and communities. International projects have included writing letters and signing petitions for Amnesty International,
providing financial support to many missionary groups, and building an orphanage in Kenya and houses
in Mexico.
There are roughly twenty parishioners and staff who are forming a social justice group. We are exploring relationships with other social justice groups in local parishes and the broader community. So far
we have agreed to a two-fold plan to learn and act. We plan to be educated in the social teachings of the
Church (which are a source of wisdom about building a just society and living lives of faith), while
also take action to build that more just society.
We hope you will join us in this mission. If you would like to explore (without commitment!) what we're
doing, you can attend a zoom meeting next week, and you are also welcome to contact the parish office
for more information.
A few parishioners reflect on why they are a participating
From Fred Lonsdale: There is a Cornel West quote that speaks to me: “Never forget that justice is
what love looks like in public.” We are all in this together.
From Jan Kirsch: When I was a little girl, at that time a non-believer, I followed a friend to Holy Mass. I
remember words proclaiming the presence of God in the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the homeless, the
imprisoned and the ill. From that morning on, these words have lived with me and eventually led me to
faith:
"Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me."
To serve Jesus in all who suffer, felt like a sacred calling and one that led me to seek the divine in the
faces of my medical patients. I hope to pursue a social justice ministry with my fellow parishioners. On
behalf of community members in need may we join together in joy and service.
From Courtenay Redis: I feel called to work toward racial and restorative justice, equity, and the sustainability of our planet. I know from experience that doing this spiritual work with other parishioners builds
fellowship and excitement. One of the most fulfilling and exciting parts of my faith journey at St.
Augustine's has been living the gospel together as advocates and allies in our community.

