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Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia director of Human Rights Watch, said Swamy's arrest
highlights "a degree of cruelty and callousness that is shameful." "The counter terror law is
draconian. We see it is being used rampantly to jail peaceful critics without bail," Ganguly
said. "It was for the courts to decide if Swamy was guilty, but in repeatedly stifling bail, the
authorities chose not to protect, the "fragile, ailing" activist, she added. The government of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has used the act and the coronavirus pandemic as a pretext
to round up government critics and silence activists.
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A Martyr for Justice (Part Two)
Reactions to his arrest and custodial death
"This is absolutely appalling. The repression on human rights defenders has
never been more extreme in India," said Sangeeta Kamat, a public policy
professor at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

A historical rear view
The present government seems to have outdone the much-maligned colonizers, the British Raj, in its treatment of its own citizens! For the Britishers, Indians were subjects not
citizens. In their view, freedom fighters could be branded terrorists, who could have languished in jail indefinitely. Then, perhaps, the architects of Indian freedom movement
(Gandhi, Nehru, Patel and others) would never have seen the light of day, let alone the
dawn of a free India.

Jean Dreze, a Belgian-born Indian development economist who's known
Father Swamy for over a decade, described him as a "gentle and honest
man, always on time, secular and committed to his causes". "He might have helped people with
association or sympathy with Maoists, which is not uncommon in a place like Jharkhand. That
doesn't make him a Maoist. His arrest is part of a larger effort to undermine opposition," Dr
Dreze said. "He is now being treated like the people he has been trying to defend all his life."

Dharma (basic justice) of the land is violated. A government and judiciary (Asuras) hide
behind draconian laws - adharma. The land weeps for dharma. Who will uphold dharma?
Will the good people of India (the Ramas and Krishnas) stand up and drive out the asuras?
No nation governed by adharma can last long. As saint Augustine said, “[Can] a republic
be happy while walls were standing, yet morals [dharma] were collapsing?”

He further added, "Even if you're a Maoist, which I don't believe for a second, even then you
could not excuse what has happened today".

Who was Father Stan Swamy? Stanislaus Lourduswamy, popularly known as Stan
Swamy, was born on 26 April 1937 in Trichy, Tamil Nadu, India. It may be of interest to
note that the vice-president of the United States, Kamala Harris’, maternal ancestry is from
Tamil Nadu state of India. He was an Indian Roman Catholic priest, a member of the Jesuit
order and a tribal rights activist for several decades.
In the 1970s, he studied theology and received a master’s degree in sociology in the
Philippines. It is said that much of Father Swamy's activism, was inspired during his time at
the University of Manila - the people's movement to overthrow the corrupt and brutal regime of President Ferdinand Marcos.
As a postgraduate student in Brussels, he made friends with Brazilian Catholic
Archbishop Hélder Câmara, (declared a Servant of God in 2015) whose work with poor
people influenced him. He also met the Brazilian educator, Paulo Freire, an advocate of
teaching critical thought in schools. And even after returning to India, he kept in touch with
peoples’ movements in Latin America.
He died on July 5th 2021 a “caged bird” that will continue to sing for ages to come.

Father Augustine

Father Stan Swamy

Historian Ramachandra Guha called his death "a case of judicial murder".
Leader of the main opposition Congress party Rahul Gandhi tweeted that "he deserved justice
and humaneness":
In a statement on July 5th Monday, the Archbishop of Bombay, Oswald Cardinal Gracias,
called Swamy's arrest "very painful." "One is innocent until proved guilty," the statement said.
"Fr. Stan's case did not even come up for hearing." Gracias added Swamy had given marginalized groups in India a "sense of dignity and upliftment," adding that he worked "single-mindedly
for the poor."
“This is inhuman,” Justice Madan Bhimarao Lokur, a former judge on India’s Supreme Court,
said during the memorial. “I have been watching for two years now the pulverization of human
rights. It has been a downhill slide and it has culminated in today’s tragic death.”
International figures have spoken out as well -- the European Union's special representative
for human rights said the EU had been "raising his case repeatedly with authorities," calling
Swamy a "defender of indigenous people's rights."
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our
parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located on the
table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off
in the collection basket at your convenience.

Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go to
the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by the
rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do not leave
an envelope in the mail box.

Pilgrimage
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Walking in the footsteps of Saint Paul, Pilgrimage. I am organizing a pilgrimage to Turkey and Greece, from October 10th to 21st.
It will be a great opportunity to visit some of the places associated
with the missionary work of Saint Paul, the Apostle. You could experience the Letters of Saint Paul come alive in these places. We will
also visit the place where great philosophers like Plato and Aristotle
taught in Greece.
Brochures are available at the back of the Church. For more information contact Linda at the Parish Office or Father Augustine

Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at
7:30 pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you
are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult
group, please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave
donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in
which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at:
RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will
get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
Faith Formation classes will resume in September.
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
5:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation by
Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina
Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia
Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova,
Melissa Fong, Mary Lanigan,
Joanne Irwin, Laura Patterson,
Anna Wilson, Annette Thompson
And those who have died:
Karen Miller, Scott Shobar Simoni,
Ramon Martinez, Felicisimo
Bautista, all the victims of the
Coronavirus, and all the souls in
Purgatory who have no one to pray
for them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday, 10 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday, 5 pm Mass
Hugh McGonagle (+)
A Funeral Mass for Felicisimo Bautista Sr. wlll be
held on Friday, July 30th at
10 am.
A Funeral Memorial Mass
for Maria Pestl will be held on
Saturday, July 31st, at 1 PM.

