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Guardian Angels
nd

October 2 is the memorial of the Guardian Angels. It is considered theologically certain that each person
has a special guardian angel from the time of baptism.
What is a guardian angel?
A guardian angel is a type of angel that is assigned to protect and guide a particular person, group or
nation. Belief in tutelary beings can be traced throughout all antiquity. The idea of angels that guard over
people played a major role in Ancient Judaism. In Christianity, the hierarchy of angels was extensively developed in the 5th century by Pseudo-Dionysius the Areopagite. The theology of angels and tutelary spirits
has undergone many changes since the 5th century. The belief is that guardian angels serve to protect
whichever person God assigns them to.
A guardian angel is an angel who helps a person avoid spiritual dangers and achieve salvation. The angel may also help the person avoid physical dangers, particularly if this will help the person achieve salvation.
Where do we read about guardian angels in Scripture?
In Genesis 18-19, angels not only acted as the executors of God's wrath against the cities of the plain, but
they delivered Lot from danger; in Exodus 32:34, God said to Moses: "my angel shall go before thee." At a
much later period, we have the story of Tobias, which might serve for a commentary on the words of Psalm
91:11: "For He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways" (Cf. Psalm 33:8 and
34:5 — 34:7 and 35:6 in Protestant Bibles).
The belief that angels can be guides and intercessors for men can be found in Job 33:23-26, and
in Daniel 10:13. Angels seem to be assigned to certain countries. In this latter case, the "prince of the kingdom of Persia" contends with Gabriel. The same verse mentions "Michael, one of the chief princes".
In the Gospels, Jesus indicates that there are guardian angels for individuals, including little children. He
says: See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I tell you that in heaven their angels always
behold the face of My Father who is in heaven (Matt. 18:10).
What does Jesus mean when he says these angels “always behold” the face of the Father?
It may mean that they are constantly standing in His presence in heaven and able to communicate the
needs of their charges to Him.
Alternately, based on the idea that angels are messengers (Greek, angelos = “messenger”) in the heavenly court, it may mean that whenever these angels seek access to the heavenly court, they are always
granted it and allowed to present the needs of their charges to God.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
What does the Church teach about guardian angels?
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
From its beginning until death, human life is surrounded by their watchful care and intercession. Beside
each believer stands an angel as protector and shepherd leading him to life. Already here on earth the
Christian life shares by faith in the blessed company of angels and men united in God [CCC 336].
Who has guardian angels?
It is considered theologically certain that each member of the faith has a special guardian angel from the
time of baptism. This view is reflected in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which speaks of “each believer” having a guardian angel.
Although it is certain that the faithful have guardian angels, it is commonly thought that they are even
more widely available. Ludwig Ott explains:
According to the general teaching of the theologians, however, not only every baptized person, but every
human being, including unbelievers, has his own special guardian angel from his birth [Fundamentals of
Catholic Dogma, 120].
Prayer to the guardian angel
Angel of God, my guardian dear, to whom God's love commits me here, ever this day, be at my side, to
light and guard, rule and guide. Amen.
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
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If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
Contribution Envelopes
You may now pick up your new contribution envelopes in the back of the
church.

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office
(510) 653-8631 ext. 102
Here is the link for Faith Formation Registration Forms.
If the link does not work, past it into your browser.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdzhTRfmVggIlOosWlt9IMnXqTY01jnhmLUZpRNPP6
H07Ukuw/viewform?usp=sf_link

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill: Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine, Virginia Frumenti, Danica Truchlikova, Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura Patterson, Annette
Thompson, David Toda , Al DaValle, Mercedes Berthalban,
Bishop John S. Cummins,
Danilo LaCap and Mary Owens.
And those who have died:
Felicisimo Bautista, Paul Scalcini, Pamela Poblador, Paul
Banchero, Paul Masquelier Jr.,
all the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.

Mass Intentions
Sunday 10 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday 6 pm Mass
Jessie Jacob (+)

Oakland, California

• Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time•

October 3rd, 2021

Question of the Week
For Adults: What could keep you from embracing the kingdom of God like a little child?
For Children: How do you feel when you hear the wonderful stories of God’s love for you?

This fall, parishioners in the Diocese of Oakland are being invited to participate in
the Mission Alignment Process.
BY MICHELE JURICH, editor of The Catholic Voice.
"The Mission Alignment Process is just that," said Rick Medeiros, co-chair of the commission appointed
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ. *The diocese has lots of great resources and people," Rick said. "We
need to make sure everything we're doing is aligned with the mission of the Diocese of Oakland." The
process is data-driven, with commission subcommittees focusing on priests, demographics, schools, parishes and parishioners.
"This is a process that is seeking the engagement of everybody in the diocese," Rick said.
The active participation of parishioners in the Diocese of Oakland in a survey available from Oct. 14 to
Nov. 22 is a crucial part of the process,
"We want their input and we'd like them to be intentional with it," Rick said. The survey has been developed by the Catholic Leadership Institute and has been used by dozens of dioceses, Rick said. The survey, he said, has been very successful in helping other dioceses get a good picture of where they are and
where they need to go.
Additionally he said, "we can learn from the experience other dioceses have had."
The Lilly Foundation funds the Diocese of Oakland's participation.
The survey which is anonymous, "asks where they in their faith journey what their hopes are for their
parish and their family's faith life, what they're looking for and what they need," he said. "We need that input," he said.
To help as many people as possible participate in the survey, it will be available online - each parish will
have its own link - and on paper, in several languages.
Those taking the survey on paper will be supplied an envelope for mailing it.
Parish participation is 100%. Each pastor has named a person who will lead the parish effort. The
Catholic Leadership institute is training them, via Zoom meetings, conducted at the end of August.
The priests of the diocese will have their own surveys.
The surveys should show the commission "where we are and where we need to go to fulfill the mission," Rick said.
"There might be some terrific ideas brought up by our parishioners or pastors that have not been considered before," he said.
Prayer is an important part of the work, with eyes focused on being faithful to the mission entrusted to
the commission.
The survey results will be used not only by the commission, but each parish will receive its results.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR The Mission Alignment Process survey is live Oct. 14-Nov. 22 at catholicleaders.org/oaklanddmi. Learn more at oakdiocese.org/mission-alignment-process.

