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Mass at Franciscan Convent in Cairo

It is a bridge that connects the past to the present. Indeed,
our pilgrimage "Following the Footsteps of Saint Paul”
bridged us to the times of Saint Paul, especially in places like
Ephesus and Athens.
We could see the cities and places Paul and John had
preached around the latter half of the first century AD. One
could pretty much hear the signs and sounds of the Agora
(marketplace), gurgling sound of the healing waters of
Hierapolis or the Asclepios in Pergamum.
Walking through the streets of Ephesus (in ruins, of course)
your feet touch the same stones that Paul and John walked on.
On reaching the Amphitheatre in Ephesus, where Paul was
not allowed to preach, Maureen Wikander broke out in the
song, Holy God We Praise Thy Name, to the delight of the audience who acknowledged her with a thunderous clap. I was
reminded of the riot in Ephesus on account of Paul’s preaching, Acts of the Apostles 19:23-41. One could almost hear the yelling of the rioters, “Great is Artemis
of the Ephesians!” Artemis was the goddess of the City of Ephesus, and a great pilgrimage center!
Above the ancient city is a hill where Mary, mother of Jesus, is said to have lived. We visited Mary’s
House and celebrated Holy Mass there. The place is taken care of by the Franciscans.
Saint John wrote letters to the seven Churches - Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia (modern Alaşehir), and Laodicea - as given in the Book of Revelation. (Revelation 2 & 3) We
were able to visit Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamon, and Laodicea.
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Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
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By Appointment Only

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time•

November 14th, 2021

Continued from page 1
In Athens we visited the acropolis once dedicated to the goddess Athena. Right next to it is the hill/
rock where Paul preached to the Athenians. Acts 17:16-34
32

When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said,
“We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the people
became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus,
(earliest aristocratic council of ancient Athens) also a woman named Damaris, and a number of
others.
We celebrated Holy Mass in the Church dedicated to Saint Dionysius, who was one of the first persons
to accept Christian faith in Athens through the preaching of Saint Paul.
One cannot help but gaze in wonder at the great pyramids of Giza, a monument to immortality that
truly came in and through Christ. We celebrated Holy Mass in a convent chapel in Egypt. It’s has been a
great privilege to celebrated Holy Mass in three continents – Africa, Asia and Europe - during our pilgrimage.
From Cairo we went to Sinai, to the monastery of Saint Catherine of Alexandria. In the monastery
there is a well from which Moses seems to have drunk, (Exodus 2:15-17) a bush, something representing
the burning bush, (Exodus 3:1-3) and a museum. Some even ventured climbing up Mount Sinai!
All in all, it was a wonderful spiritual journey. We did pray for the members of our parish at the house
of Mary, in Ephesus, as well as in other historical sites. We want to thank all parishioners. Through your
prayers we were blessed. Everyone was healthy and came back safe. With the raging pandemic, we
were quite nervous and worried about the trip. Thank God, everything went well.

Father Augustine.
Security Gate: The school, EBI, is putting up a security gate at the Colby entrance to the Church. It is
for the safety and protection of the children. The work will be completed this week.
)
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.

Next week our special collection will support the Catholic Campaign
for Human Development. More than thirty-eight million people in the
United States live in poverty. This collection supports programs that empower people to identify and address the obstacles they face as they work
to bring permanent and positive change to their communities. Learn more
about the Catholic Campaign for Human Development at
www.CCHDEastBay.org.
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ST. AUGUSTINE PARISH
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office
(510) 653-8631 ext. 102
Here is the link for Faith Formation Registration Forms.
If the link does not work, past it into your browser.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdzhTRfmVggIlOosWlt9IMnXqTY01jnhmLUZpRNPP6
H07Ukuw/viewform?usp=sf_link
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Sabina Caybut, Erika Chaine,
Danica Truchlikova, Mary
Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura
Patterson, Annette Thompson,
Al DaValle, Bishop John S. Cummins, and Mildred Burns
And those who have died:
Paul Masquelier Jr., Virginia Frumenti, Sylvia Lope, Agnes Jacobson, Rupert Acuna, Gary
Richardi, all the victims of the
Coronavirus, and all the souls in
Purgatory who have no one to
pray for them.
Mass Intentions
Sunday 10 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday 6 pm Mass
Gabor Tuba (+)
Sylvia Lope’s Funeral will be
held on Tuesday, November
16th at 11 am.
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Question of the Week
For Adults: What would you be doing differently in your life if you truly believed you would meet
Christ soon?
For Children: What would you do for others today if you thought you would not have another
chance to do it?

This fall, parishioners in the Diocese of Oakland are being invited to participate in
the Mission Alignment Process.
BY MICHELE JURICH, editor of The Catholic Voice.
"The Mission Alignment Process is just that," said Rick Medeiros, co-chair of the commission appointed
by Bishop Michael C. Barber, SJ. *The diocese has lots of great resources and people," Rick said. "We
need to make sure everything we're doing is aligned with the mission of the Diocese of Oakland." The
process is data-driven, with commission subcommittees focusing on priests, demographics, schools, parishes and parishioners.
"This is a process that is seeking the engagement of everybody in the diocese," Rick said.
The active participation of parishioners in the Diocese of Oakland in a survey available from Oct. 14 to
Nov. 22 is a crucial part of the process,
"We want their input and we'd like them to be intentional with it," Rick said. The survey has been developed by the Catholic Leadership Institute and has been used by dozens of dioceses, Rick said. The survey, he said, has been very successful in helping other dioceses get a good picture of where they are and
where they need to go.
Additionally he said, "we can learn from the experience other dioceses have had."
The Lilly Foundation funds the Diocese of Oakland's participation.
The survey which is anonymous, "asks where they in their faith journey what their hopes are for their
parish and their family's faith life, what they're looking for and what they need," he said. "We need that input," he said.
To help as many people as possible participate in the survey, it will be available online - each parish will
have its own link - and on paper, in several languages.
Those taking the survey on paper will be supplied an envelope for mailing it.
Parish participation is 100%. Each pastor has named a person who will lead the parish effort. The
Catholic Leadership institute is training them, via Zoom meetings, conducted at the end of August.
The priests of the diocese will have their own surveys.
The surveys should show the commission "where we are and where we need to go to fulfill the mission," Rick said.
"There might be some terrific ideas brought up by our parishioners or pastors that have not been considered before," he said.
Prayer is an important part of the work, with eyes focused on being faithful to the mission entrusted to
the commission.
The survey results will be used not only by the commission, but each parish will receive its results.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR The Mission Alignment Process survey is live Oct. 14-Nov. 22 at catholicleaders.org/oaklanddmi. Learn more at oakdiocese.org/mission-alignment-process.

