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Season of Advent

We begin a new year of grace today, the First Sunday of Advent. Advent itself is a time of anticipation,
waiting, getting ready.

Certainly, commercial interests have been gearing up for this season for over a month now, anticipat-
ing Christmas sales.

The Church however takes a far more gradual approach to preparing for this new year of grace. We
give thought to the three comings of Christ: His coming at the end of time, the commemoration of His
coming as a human being among us (Christmas), and His coming into our hearts anew in grace, forgive-
ness and love.

This year our preparation for Christmas is relatively low-key. With the pandemic still hanging over our
heads like a ‘Damocles sword’ it is hard to plan things. However, we thank God that it is better than last
year, and the situations seems to improve for the better. The decorations are simple. Music will be mini-
mal!

| invite families to take upon themselves to make this Advent a real spiritual preparation. One could
have a little Advent wreath at home and light it before dinner as a reminder of the season.

There will be opportunities for parish reconciliation. A spiritual preparation, a heart contrite and grateful
is truly ready to welcome the Lord.

We look forward to a new year of grace. There will be opportunities and changes in our personal lives
and in our parish life this year. There will be invitations from the Lord to grow closer to Him, to become
more authentic disciples.

And there will be many other opportunities and graces that present themselves to us during this year.
We want to be open to the Lord’s call in our lives and be eager to respond to His invitations, whatever
they may be, whenever they may come.

This is the coming Year of the Lord 2022. Let us rejoice and give thanks. May our joyful acclamation
be, ‘Maranatha, come Lord, Jesus, come!’

Father Augustine Joseph

Continued on page 2
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Donations

For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail

Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org

Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group

The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are inter-
ested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gamail.com.

Thank you for your generous support last week for the collection for the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development! As a parish, we raised $538 to
support those on the margins who are living in poverty in the United States.
If you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! Visit
www.CCHDEastBay.org or write a check to the parish, noting “For CCHD”
in the memo line.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR

RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Inter-
ested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugusti-
neinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or | will get
contact you as soon possible.

A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts Septem-
ber 12!

Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office

(510) 653-8631 ext. 102

Here is the link for Faith Formation Registration Forms.
If the link does not work, past it into your browser.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdzhTRfmVggllOosWIt9IMnXqgTY01jnhmLUZpRNPP6
HO7Ukuw/viewform?usp=sf_link

Are You Ready?

"Stand up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near."” Luke 21:28 (NIV)

Based on Luke 21:25-36
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays

10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only

3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday

7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday

9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday

IN OUR PRAYERS

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Erika Chaine, Danica Truchlik-
ova, Mary Lanigan, Joanne Ir-
win, Laura Patterson, Bishop
John S. Cummins, and Mildred
Burns

And those who have died:
Paul Masquelier Jr., Virginia Fru-
menti, Sylvia Lope, Agnes Ja-
cobson, Rupert Acuna, Gary
Richardi, Al Davalle, all the vic-
tims of the Coronavirus, and all
the souls in Purgatory who have
no one to pray for them.

Mass Intentions

Sunday 10 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors

Sunday, 6 pm Mass
Kathleen Tuba (-)
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Advent and Christmas Schedule

December 8" Wednesday, Feast of the Immaculate Conception
8:30 AM Holy Mass
7:00 PM Holy Mass

December 20"™ Monday, 7:00 PM i Advent Reconciliation

December 24" Friday, 5:00PMi1 Chi | dr ends Mas s
December 25" Saturday, T Midnight Mass (11:30 7 Carols & singing)
Christmas Day (Saturday) T 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)
December 26™ (Sunday) 1 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)
January 1% (Saturday) T 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)
January 2" Sunday 1 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM Holy Masses
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by Marcellino I¥ Ambrosio

dvent is simply the Latin word for “com-
ing.” f we can manage to meditate on
any “coming” in December besides the

comings and goings of Christmas shopping, it's
usually Christ’s coming to Mary in a stable

But the Seripture readings of Advent mamnly focus
on another coming: the second and final coming
of Jesus at the end of timea.

From the earliest days of the Church, people have
been fascinated by Jesus® promise to come back.
Many have claimed to recognize the signs of his
imminent return and have even tried to predict
the date.

But our Advent scripture readings tell us not to
waste our time with predictions. Advent is not
about speculation. Our Advent readings call us to
be alert and ready, not weighted down, neutralized
and utterly distracted by the cares of this waorld
Lk 21:34-38).

Paul tells us in 1 Thessalonians 3 to work to make
greater progress in the life of holiness, putting on
the character of Christ.

But as we engage in the challenging work of
preparation, we are to labor in joyful anticipation.
For Advent is a season of hope. Yes, mountains
need to be leveled and valleys must be filled in
{Is 40}. But that is primarily God's task. And he
will do it. For “God is leading Israel in joy by the
light of his glory.” says the prophet Baruch (5:9).

In fact, the third Sunday of Advent is so0 much
about rejoicing that it is called Gaudete (Rejoice)

Fact of Faith

Advent: A Biblical Journey of Hope

Sunday. “Aejoice in the Lord always! | say it again.
Rejoice!” commands the apostle Paul (Phil 4:4-7).

Yet the Gospel from this same Sunday features the
stark figure of John the Baptist, calling people to
repent and reform their lives in preparation for the
coming of someone who is much mightier than
John . . . We, like John, are also to prepare the
way by ealling others to Chnst. Think about inviting
someone to church during Advent. Evangelization
can be as simple as that.

The final Sunday of Advent seems to fit in more
with our idea of the holiday spirit: Mary visits
Elizabeth and the talk is about the two babies to
be born. John leaps for joy in his mother’'s womb,
Elizabeth acclaims Mary, and Mary magnifies the
Lord {Lk 1:26-38).

But bear in mind that Mary, newly pregnant, has
just made a bumpy 70-mile donkey ride and has
two more to go before she gives birth in a stable.
And Elizabeth, of advanced age, is about to have
her first child {by modern standards, a high-risk
pregnancy). Adwvent joy is not always comfortable.

Of course, there is no birth without labor. Se, as
we rejoice in hope over the imminent coming of
Christ, perhaps we cught to do everything possible
to make sure that the labor goes successfully.

For if Christ is born anew in us this Advent,
there’ll really be something to rejoice about come
Chrstmas morning.

DrAmbrosio writes for the Catholic News Service from Texas.
He is co-founder of Crossroeds Produciions—wune,eross-
rosedstnitialive com—an apostolate of Catholfe renewal and
epangelization.
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Question of the Week

For Adults: What have been the strengths of your prayer life? What habit of prayer could you
strengthen during this Advent season?

For Children: What prayers will you say each day and each week during Advent?



