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Disseminate Joy
The third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means rejoice. It invites us to be joyful in the
midst of a world with sufferings and sorrow. The current pandemic alone has brought about so much suffering and disruption to everyone’s lives. How can one be joyful in the midst of it all?
What is joy for a Christian? It is a natural human inclination to think that living through trials and negative
circumstances would not be an occasion for joy. Choosing to respond to life’s difficult situations with inner
contentment and satisfaction doesn’t seem to make sense. Joy is a choice! But the Lord is the originator of
true joy.
“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.” James 1:2. The process of learning to respond with joy during times of trials in life must begin with a conscious awareness that God is at work in our
lives and that He has a tangible purpose for why we may be experiencing these trials.
If we have put our faith and trust in Jesus Christ as our own personal savior (Romans 10:9), and if we believe that His Word teaches us that God is at work in our lives (Philippians 2:13), then we will come to the
logical conclusion that trials, suffering, and difficult times in our lives are ultimately designed by God and that
He has a specific purpose for us in mind.
We can respond to life’s trials with genuine joy if we know that the Lord has a purpose for why He would
allow those difficult times of suffering and trials. The purpose for trials is to produce patience or endurance
(the ability to hold up under a trial) in our lives.
Romans 15:13 says, "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope." So, God can fill us with joy.
We are also invited to spread joy. Joy by its very nature radiates itself. It is something like light, selfdiffusive.
While sharing joy, we need to confront the evil and injustices in our world. We have a moral obligation to
ourselves and to others to work for a just and humane society. Of course, all these must be accompanied by
prayer. It is our true trust and confidence in the Lord which is the foundation or the basis of our life and of all
our activities.
These are questions to ponder: How can you foster joy in the world? How can you enrich your prayer life?
What can you do to live rightly and promote a just society?
Finally, as someone said, Joy means, ‘J’ for Jesus, ‘O’ for others and ‘Y’ for you. If one follows this order
of priority, one will certainly be joyful.
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
Weekend Mass schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
By Appointment Only

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

Oakland, California

• Third Sunday of Advent•

December 12th, 2021

Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com

EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Vatican website: Vatican.va

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Important Websites and TV Channels

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
This week’s second collection is for the Religious Retirement.
A donor to the Retirement Fund for Religious writes, “I still remember
the lessons the sisters gave us and how they instilled in us the love of our
faith.” Show your thanks for the prayerful service of elderly Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests. Your gift to next week’s second
collection helps provide care, medicine and more. Thank you in advance
for your generosity.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office
(510) 653-8631 ext. 102
Here is the link for Faith Formation Registration Forms.
If the link does not work, past it into your browser.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdzhTRfmVggIlOosWlt9IMnXqTY01jnhmLUZpRNPP6
H07Ukuw/viewform?usp=sf_link

December 12th, 2021
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Erika Chaine, Danica Truchlikova, Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura Patterson, Bishop
John S. Cummins, Mildred
Burns , Monsignor Daniel
Cardelli, Bob Irwin, Florence
Ottoboni, and Theodora
Ferreira.
And those who have died:
Virginia Frumenti, Sylvia Lope,
Agnes Jacobson, Rupert Acuna,
Gary Richardi, Al Davalle, all the
victims of the Coronavirus, and
all the souls in Purgatory who
have no one to pray for them.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, 5 pm Mass
Jim McEntee (+)

Al DaValle’s funeral will be
held at St. Augustine Parish on
Saturday, January 8th, 2022 at
11 am
Sunday, 6 pm Mass
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Advent and Christmas Schedule
December 20th, Monday, 7:00 PM – Advent Reconciliation
December 24th Friday, 5:00 PM – Children’s Mass
December 25th, Saturday, – Midnight Mass (11:30 – Carols & singing)
Christmas Day (Saturday) – 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)
December 26th, (Sunday)

– 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)

January 1st (Saturday)

– 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)

January 2nd Sunday

– 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM Holy Masses
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Question of the Week
For Adults: What might John the Baptist challenge you to do differently in your life?
For Children: Do you have extras that you can share with others this week?

