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Christmas Reveries
In our culture, we are all made very aware of the joy of
Christmas. We are encouraged by songs and decorations;
bright lights and store window displays. We are made
aware once again of the innocence of children, the inestimable value of family and, hopefully, the love God has for
us.
But many of us also know that this can be a very difficult
season for some people. There are those who have suffered a terrible loss in their lives, through death or divorce.
There are people who do not have a family to gather with,
nor people in their lives who care. There are those who
cannot afford to participate in the giving of brightly wrapped
gifts, nor partake of the overburdened tables of candies,
cookies and other sweets.
And there are some who do not have a sense of God in their lives, who do not know or experience God’s
love.
It is important to remember that Jesus and the Holy Family were numbered among these people at the
first Christmas. They had nowhere to lay their heads. Tired from the journey, Mary pregnant at nine
months, Joseph forced to obey a foreign ruler who demanded a head count and unable to provide for his
wife and soon-to-be baby – this is where God chose to dwell, how He chose to come among us.
So let us renew our sense of joy and gratitude this Christmas. Let us sing and enjoy the food and smells,
the trees and the lights.
But let us also seek to minister to the Holy Family in our midst, the people who do not fit, the foreigner, the
immigrant, the addicted, the person in jail and those related to them as spouse or child. Let us seek out,
when we can, the people who are alone or who have lost a loved one this year. Let us make them welcome
and not be afraid that we won’t know what to say, how to act or what to do. Do not let our discomfort with
life’s situations that seemingly contradict the so-called “Christmas spirit”, keep us from making the effort to
reach out.
For in reaching out this way, we do in fact touch the face of Christ, hidden in the shed, the stable in back
of where main life takes place. There we truly find God – as always, in the most unexpected place.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Augustine Joseph
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Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass
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• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
By Appointment Only
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com

EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Vatican website: Vatican.va

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Important Websites and TV Channels

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference:
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water. Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule. Thank You.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office
(510) 653-8631 ext. 102
Here is the link for Faith Formation Registration Forms.
If the link does not work, past it into your browser.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdzhTRfmVggIlOosWlt9IMnXqTY01jnhmLUZpRNPP6
H07Ukuw/viewform?usp=sf_link

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Erika Chaine, Danica Truchlikova,
Mary Lanigan, Joanne Irwin, Laura
Patterson, Bishop John S. Cummins, Mildred Burns, Monsignor
Daniel Cardelli, Bob Irwin,
Florence Ottoboni, Theodora
Ferreira and Robbie Valentine.
And those who have died: Virginia Frumenti, Sylvia Lope, Agnes
Jacobson, Rupert Acuna, Gary
Richardi, Al Davalle, all the victims
of the Coronavirus, and all the
souls in Purgatory who have no
one to pray for them.

Mass Intentions
Friday, 5 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Friday, Midnight Mass
Owen McGonagle (+)
Christmas Day Mass
Gerald Rice Jr. (+)
Sunday 10 am Mass
Arnold Gil D. Sanchez (+)

Al DaValle’s funeral will be
held at St. Augustine Parish on
Saturday, January 8th, 2022 at
11 am
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Advent and Christmas Schedule
December 24th Friday, 5:00 PM – Children’s Mass
December 25th, Saturday, – Midnight Mass (11:30 – Carols & singing)
Christmas Day (Saturday) – 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)
December 26th, (Sunday)

– 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)

January 1st (Saturday)

– 10:00 AM Holy Mass (No evening Holy Mass)

January 2nd Sunday

– 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM Holy Masses
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Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
By Appointment Only
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Question of the Week
For Adults: What does your family do to honor and respect its older members?
For Children: Why did Jesus leave the temple? How can Jesus be an example for you?

