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Archbishop Tutu effectively dialogued with peoples and political powers and brought
about radical transformation. He was able to bring about socio-economic and political
transformation in south Africa and promote holistic development. He was able to penetrate
society and hearts of people with Christian values and message.
In a society which boasts of ‘post-truth, relativism (truth depends on me) and man’s tendency to usurp the place of God through pride, self-righteousness and greed (enough to
watch American Greed), immorality and transitory/false happiness, Archbishop Tutu invites
everyone to discussion and dialogue.
He deftly wields the Christian principles of love and forgiveness as a weapon in his fight
to dismantle apartheid, he regularly, and publicly, prayed for the wellbeing of his opponents,
even those who were most vociferous in their attacks against him. But even as he
preached forgiveness, he was uncompromising when it came to his fundamental moral philosophy. “You are either in favor of evil, or you are in favor of good. You are either on the
side of the oppressed or on the side of the oppressor. You can’t be neutral,” he wrote in a
statement to the United States Congress in 1984.
It reminds me of the Letter to the Church in Laodicea: “I know your deeds, that you are
neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” (Revelation 3: 1516.)
A Christian cannot be neutral, either you are with God or against God; with good or
against good. In making one’s choice, discussion and dialogue are of paramount importance.
Father Augustine Joseph
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Word of God is a Double-Edged Sword
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu died in
Cape Town on Sunday, December 26th, at age 90.
He was and Anglican (Episcopal) prelate, recipient
of the Nobel Peace Prize and many other honors.
There is no need to repeat that he was a courageous leader who fought to end Apartheid in South
Africa and worked towards peace and justice.
Recently we read the book, Book of joy (A dialogue between the Dalai Lama and Desmond
Tutu). In my opinion, what is outstanding about
Archbishop Tutu is his ability to dialogue – dialogue
with society, culture, other religions, political establishments and so on. It takes lots of courage to dialogue!
A casual look at the history of Christianity would
make it clear. Christian religion started among a handful of followers of Jesus in Palestine. These disciples
were not powerful, influential nor wealthy people. Just average folks. How did ‘the way’ (Christian message) spread to other cities, cultures, languages and people?
The obvious answer is the working of the Holy Spirit and the power of the resurrection. However, the
method the disciples used to preach the resurrection was one of discussion and dialogue. Think of Paul at
Athens (Acts 17:16-34) or at Ephesus (Acts 19:1-41.) The disciples were willing to adapt and enculturate
themselves to the peoples, times, languages and cultures without distorting the message of Christ.
The first dispute among the Christians (question of circumcision) was settled through a council, the
Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:1-35.) Failure at discussion and dialogue led to schism in the Christian fold.
The great eastern schism (1054) and the Protestant Reformation and schism in the 16 th century are great
examples of it. The current polarization in the American Catholic Church could learn important lessons from
it all! Lots of times the political divide is transplanted into the church with no advantage to the faith and
moral life of the faithful!
Continued on page 4

Question of the Week
For Adults: Do you think that God was “well pleased” by your actions in recent weeks? Why?
For Children: What good thing could you do this week that would be pleasing to God?
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• Weekend Mass schedule •
Saturday Vigil: 5 p.m.
Sunday
Sunday
Eucharist:
Eucharist:
8 a.m.,
10:00a.m.,
10:30 a.m.,
6 p.m.
6 p.m.

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
By Saturday
Appointment
4 p.m.
Only
Also upon request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form
located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.
You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please
go to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609
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Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
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Office Manager
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Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot
by the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please
do not leave an envelope in the mail box.
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org
Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group, please
email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.

This year we were able to send $1,000 each to the Alameda
Food Bank and to the Social Justice Organization our parish is affiliated with, Faith in Action East Bay, thanks to your support and generosity.
Book Club
Starting Friday, January 21st at 7 pm, please join us on Zoom for our
next Book Club session. We will be reading the book, Psalms for All
Seasons.
The format will be similar to a bible study, and will provide a great
opportunity to help us pray the psalms and the Sacred Scripture.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process in
which adults become full, participating members of the Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at:
RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will
get contact you as soon possible.

What's Going on in Faith Formation?
A reminder that our Faith Formation school year starts September 12!
Any questions or concerns contact me at the parish office

(510) 653-8631 ext. 102
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WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Erika Chaine, Danica Truchlikova,
Mary Lanigan, Laura Patterson,
Bishop John S. Cummins, Mildred
Burns, Bob Irwin, Florence Ottoboni, Theodora Ferreira, and
Robbie Valentine
And those who have died:
Gary Richardi, Al Davalle, Monsignor Daniel Cardelli, Archbishop
Desmund Tutu, all the victims of
the Coronavirus, and all the souls
in Purgatory who have no one
to pray for them.
Mass Intentions
Saturday, 5 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Monsignor Daniel Cardelli's
funeral is scheduled for Monday,
January 10th, at St. Isidore's
Parish in Danville. The visitation
will be at 10 am followed by the
funeral at 11 am.

