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• Second Sunday of Lent•

March 13th, 2022

Parish News
Thank you, Lord: As COVID cases are waning, we have every reason to thank God. As far as I know,
no member of our Church died from COVID. One of the questions visitors ask me is, “how many people
died of COVID in your parish, Father?” I replied, “nobody.” They are quite surprised.
It is our collective efforts at safety and precaution, vaccination, masks, etc. and above all the grace of
God that kept us safe thus far. Let us thank God and each other and continue to be faithful to the Lord
and grow in our relationship with God and one another. The holy season of Lent is a great opportunity to
do it. Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are very practical ways of spiritual growth.
Like everyone else, Saint Augustine is limping back to normalcy. Our Church attendance is growing. I
want to invite everyone back to the Church. There is no need for fear or hesitation. ‘Put all your trust in
God, He is watching over us.’
Our Choir, too, is tuning up. Our hope and prayers are to have the choir ready for Holy Week and
Easter.
Lent Study: We have selected the book, Seriously God, for our Lent study. The book is available in
the parish office for $5. There are more than 50 people who have signed up for the study.
The study will be starting on Sunday, March 13th after the 10:00 AM Holy Mass (in person) in the
Church and on Tuesday, March 15th at 7:00 PM (on Zoom).
Rosary for Peace: On Sundays at 9:00 AM we have begun praying Rosary for peace in the Church. In
these troubled times we all need to pray for peace. All are welcome to join in the Rosary.
Weekly Parish Reconciliation: Parish weekly Reconciliation begins on Saturday, March 12th at 4:00
PM. Of course, one can always call the parish office and make appointments for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The date for our Parish Easter Reconciliation service is on Monday, April 11th at 7:00 PM in the
church.
Hospitality: We are planning to start Hospitality after Holy Mass on the first Sunday after Easter.
There will be a sign-up sheet available for volunteers to help out in the ministry.
Lent, Holy Week and Easter Schedules are in the Bulletin and on the website. Please take note of
them.
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
Weekend Mass schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday at 4 p.m.
Also upon Request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULES
LENT STUDY

On Sundays during Lent - begins on March 13th after the 10:00 AM Holy
Mass in the Church (in person).
On Tuesdays, March 15th at 7:00 PM (on Zoom).
Weekend Reconciliation - Saturdays at 4:00 pm.
HOLY WEEK

April 11th at 7:00 PM - Parish Reconciliation Service
April 14th Holy Thursday – Lord’s Super at 7:00 PM
April 15th Good Friday
12:00 noon

– Seven Last Words

3:00 PM

– Children’s Stations of the Cross

3:30 PM

- Divine Mercy Prayer

7:00 Pm

– Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

April 16th Holy Saturday
Morning Prayer

– 9:00 AM

Easter Vigil

- 8:30 PM

April 17th Easter Sunday
8:00 AM – Holy Mass
10:00 AM – Holy Mass
No Evening Mass
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
Mass/Worship Services
MASKS: As of February 16th, 2022, individuals who are vaccinated are
not required to wear a mask indoors. Anyone who is unvaccinated must
continue to wear a mask indoors.
St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation
by Request only
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Erika Chaine, Mary Lanigan,
Laura Patterson, Bishop John S.
Cummins, Mildred Burns and
Felix Florendo
And those who have died:
Monsignor Daniel Cardelli,
Theodora Ferreira, Patrick Dearing, Santiaga Anita Chesley, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.

Question of the Week
For Adults: How are your priorities affected by your faith in
Jesus Christ?
For Children: When you have important choices to make, do
you and your family pray to make the right
choice?

Mass Intentions
Saturday, 5 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday 6 pm Mass
Charles McCormick (+)
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Fact of Faith

PENITENTIAL PRACTICES FOR LENT
Raise Up. Sacrifice. Offer.

One important way to grow in the Lord is to observe the
penitential practices that strengthen us for resisting
temptation, allow us to express our sorrow for the sins we
have committed, and help to repair the tear caused by our
sinning.
Penitential practices take many forms: apologizing to an
injured party, healing divisions within our families, fasting
during the Lenten season, or graciously accepting the
menial tasks of life. The purpose of penance is not to
diminish life but to enrich it.
Jesus, in Matthew’s Gospel, calls us to pray, to fast, and to
give alms: “when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites,”
“when you fast, do not look gloomy,” “when you give alms,
do not let your left hand know what your right is doing”
(Mt 6:5, 16, 3, respectively). As a Church, we ponder and
pray over this call every Ash Wednesday. In a most
profound way, the three spiritual exercises identified by
Jesus are directed toward the nurturing of relationships.

•
Prayer, that process of listening to and responding to God’s
daily call, sustains and nurtures our relationship with our
triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Without prayer,
personal and communal, this relationship is diminished,
sometimes to the point of complete silence on our part.
Every day the Spirit of Jesus invites us to enter into that
serious conversion that leads to blessed communion.

•
Fasting, a very special form of penance, and
Jesus’ second call, has been a consistent part of our
Catholic tradition. Fasting assists us in getting our own
house in order. All of us have to deal with areas of
servitude, whether in regard to smoking or alcohol
consumption, misused sexuality, uncontrolled gambling,
psychological hang-ups, spiritual obsessions, use of
stimulants, immoderate use of the Internet, excessive
amounts of television watching, or preoccupations with
other forms of entertainment. By fasting and self-denial,
by living lives of moderation, we have more energy to
devote to God’s purposes and a better self-esteem that
helps us to be more concerned with the well-being of
others.

•

The third call of the Lord is to give alms. Jesus was always
concerned about those who were poor and in need. He was
impressed by the widow who, though having so little,
shared her resources with others: “I tell you truly, this poor
widow put in more than all the rest; for those others have
all made offerings from their surplus wealth, but she, from
her poverty, has offered her whole livelihood” (Lk 21:3-4).
To be a disciple of Christ means to live a life of charity. To
be a disciple of Jesus is to live a life of stewardship,
generously giving of our time, talent, and treasure.

•
At the heart of all penance is the call to conversion. Jesus’
imperative “Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15)
makes explicit this connection between authentic
discipleship and penitential discipline. Discipleship, our
following of Jesus, embraces discipline, a firm commitment
to do whatever is demanded in furthering God’s kingdom.
Viewed in this way, the virtue of penance is not optional,
just as weeding a garden is not optional for a responsible
caretaker. The gardener is concerned with a bountiful
harvest; the disciple is concerned about greater conformity
to the person of Jesus.
If we are serious about embracing the penitential discipline
that is rooted in the call to discipleship, then we will
identify specific times and places for prayer, penance, and
works of charity. Growth in spiritual maturity demands a
certain level of specificity, for it shows that we take
seriously God’s call to discipline and are willing to hold
ourselves accountable. In our Catholic tradition we specify
certain days and seasons for special works of penance:
Fridays, on which we commemorate the death of the Lord,
and Lent, our forty days of preparation for the Easter
mysteries.

