Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• Third Sunday of Lent•

March 20th, 2022

Parish News
Thank you, Lord: As COVID cases are waning, we have every reason to thank God. As far as I know,
no member of our Church died from COVID. One of the questions visitors ask me is, “how many people
died of COVID in your parish, Father?” I replied, “nobody.” They are quite surprised.
It is our collective efforts at safety and precaution, vaccination, masks, etc. and above all the grace of
God that kept us safe thus far. Let us thank God and each other and continue to be faithful to the Lord
and grow in our relationship with God and one another. The holy season of Lent is a great opportunity to
do it. Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are very practical ways of spiritual growth.
Like everyone else, Saint Augustine is limping back to normalcy. Our Church attendance is growing. I
want to invite everyone back to the Church. There is no need for fear or hesitation. ‘Put all your trust in
God, He is watching over us.’
Our Choir, too, is tuning up. Our hope and prayers are to have the choir ready for Holy Week and
Easter.
Lent Study: We have selected the book, Seriously God, for our Lent study. The book is available in
the parish office for $5. There are more than 50 people who have signed up for the study.
The study will be starting on Sunday, March 13th after the 10:00 AM Holy Mass (in person) in the
Church and on Tuesday, March 15th at 7:00 PM (on Zoom).
Rosary for Peace: On Sundays at 9:00 AM we have begun praying Rosary for peace in the Church. In
these troubled times we all need to pray for peace. All are welcome to join in the Rosary.
Weekly Parish Reconciliation: Parish weekly Reconciliation begins on Saturday, March 12th at 4:00
PM. Of course, one can always call the parish office and make appointments for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
The date for our Parish Easter Reconciliation service is on Monday, April 11th at 7:00 PM in the
church.
Hospitality: We are planning to start Hospitality after Holy Mass on the first Sunday after Easter.
There will be a sign-up sheet available for volunteers to help out in the ministry.
Lent, Holy Week and Easter Schedules are in the Bulletin and on the website. Please take note of
them.
Father Augustine

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com
Weekend Mass schedule
Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm

• Weekday Eucharist •
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m.
Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
.

• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday at 4 p.m.
Also upon Request

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.”

LENT, HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULES
LENT STUDY

On Sundays during Lent - begins on March 13th after the 10:00 AM Holy
Mass in the Church (in person).
On Tuesdays, March 15th at 7:00 PM (on Zoom).
Weekend Reconciliation - Saturdays at 4:00 pm.
HOLY WEEK

April 11th at 7:00 PM - Parish Reconciliation Service
April 14th Holy Thursday – Lord’s Super at 7:00 PM
April 15th Good Friday
12:00 noon

– Seven Last Words

3:00 PM

– Children’s Stations of the Cross

3:30 PM

- Divine Mercy Prayer

7:00 Pm

– Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

April 16th Holy Saturday
Morning Prayer

– 9:00 AM

Easter Vigil

- 8:30 PM

April 17th Easter Sunday
8:00 AM – Holy Mass
10:00 AM – Holy Mass
No Evening Mass
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

St. Augustine
Catholic Church
400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
Important Websites and TV Channels
EWTN—Masses televised daily.
AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.
Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD)
Vatican website: Vatican.va
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: usccb.org
Bishop Barron: wordonfire.org

Young Adults Group
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30
pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are interested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group,
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.
Mass/Worship Services
MASKS: As of February 16th, 2022, individuals who are vaccinated are
not required to wear a mask indoors. Anyone who is unvaccinated must
continue to wear a mask indoors.
St. Vincent de Paul News:
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of
North Oakland and South Berkeley.
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to
help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.

March 20th, 2022
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
12 pm Stations of the Cross
Fridays during Lent
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday
IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Erika Chaine, Mary Lanigan,
Laura Patterson, Bishop John S.
Cummins, Mildred Burns and
Felix Florendo
And those who have died:
Monsignor Daniel Cardelli,
Theodora Ferreira, Patrick Dearing, Santiaga Anita Chesley, all
the victims of the Coronavirus,
and all the souls in Purgatory
who have no one to pray for
them.

Question of the Week
For Adults: What important work could bear fruit in your life
right now if you have more confidence in God’s
loving care?
For Children: What great work would you like to do as you
grow older? What can you do to begin now?

Mass Intentions
Saturday 5 pm Mass
Alan Uy (-)
Sunday 6 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
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Living the Faith
JOURNEY TO THE FOOT OF THE CROSS:
BISHOP RICKEN OFFERS 10 THINGS TO REMEMBER FOR LENT
Bishop David L. Ricken of Green Bay, Wisconsin, former chairman of the Committee on Evangelization and
Catechesis of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), offers “10 Things to Remember for Lent”
1. Remember the formula. The Church does a good job
capturing certain truths with easy-to-remember lists and
formulas: 10 Commandments, 7 sacraments, 3 persons
in the Trinity. For Lent, the Church gives us almost a
slogan—Prayer, Fasting, and Almsgiving—as the three
things we need to work on during the season.

6. Don’t do too much. It’s tempting to make Lent some
ambitious period of personal reinvention, but it’s best to
keep it simple and focused. There’s a reason the Church
works on these mysteries year after year. We spend our
entire lives growing closer to God. Don’t try to cram it all
in one Lent. That’s a recipe for failure.

2. It’s a time of prayer. Lent is essentially an act of prayer
spread out over 40 days. As we pray, we go on a journey,
one that hopefully brings us closer to Christ and leaves
us changed by the encounter with him.

7. Lent reminds us of our weakness. Of course, even
when we set simple goals for ourselves during Lent, we
still have trouble keeping them. When we fast, we realize
we’re all just one meal away from hunger. In both cases,
Lent shows us our weakness. This can be painful, but
recognizing how helpless we are makes us seek God’s
help with renewed urgency and sincerity.

3. It’s a time to fast. With the fasts of Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, meatless Fridays, and our personal
disciplines interspersed, Lent is the only time many
Catholics these days actually fast. And maybe that’s why
it gets all the attention. “What are you giving up for Lent?
Hot dogs? Beer? Jelly beans?” It’s almost a game for
some of us, but fasting is actually a form of penance,
which helps us turn away from sin and toward Christ.
4. It’s a time to work on discipline. The 40 days of Lent
are also a good, set time to work on personal discipline
in general. Instead of giving something up, it can be doing
something positive. “I’m going to exercise more. I’m
going to pray more. I’m going to be nicer to my family,
friends, and coworkers.”
5. It’s about dying to yourself. The more serious side of
Lenten discipline is that it’s about more than selfcontrol—it’s about finding aspects of yourself that are
less than Christ-like and letting them die. The suffering
and death of Christ are foremost on our minds during
Lent, and we join in these mysteries by suffering, dying
with Christ and being resurrected in a purified form.

8. Be patient with yourself. When we’re confronted with
our own weakness during Lent, the temptation is to get
angry and frustrated. “What a bad person I am!” But
that’s the wrong lesson. God is calling us to be patient
and to see ourselves as he does, with unconditional love.
9. Reach out in charity. As we experience weakness and
suffering during Lent, we should be renewed in our
compassion for those who are hungry, suffering, or
otherwise in need. The third part of the Lenten formula
is almsgiving. It’s about more than throwing a few extra
dollars in the collection plate; it’s about reaching out to
others and helping them without question as a way of
sharing the experience of God’s unconditional love.
10. Learn to love like Christ. Giving of ourselves in the
midst of our suffering and self-denial brings us closer to
loving like Christ, who suffered and poured himself out
unconditionally on the Cross for all of us. Lent is a journey
through the desert to the foot of the Cross on Good
Friday, as we seek him out, ask his help, join in his
suffering, and learn to love like him.

