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Weekend Mass schedule  

Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 Mass:  Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
By Appointment Only 

 

“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

Spring Time of Our Christian Life 

Ash Wednesday is on March 2
nd

 2022. The season of Lent is an invitation to us to grow in our spiritual 

life. It is a wonderful opportunity to make right with God, with others and with ourselves. 

To most people Lent means fasting (giving up food or things that are detrimental to one’s life) and absti-

nence (giving up meat on days of obligation – Ash Wednesday and Good Friday – or on Fridays) 

But Lent is more than ‘giving up.’ It is a time for growing, learning, strengthening our Christian life. It is of-

ten described as a spring time of our Christian life. Just as nature in spring time dusts off all its debris and 

reawakens to new life and vigor, we are invited to dust off sin and evil and renew ourselves and experience 

the power and care of God’s grace in our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our parish is offering a study program during the season of Lent. It is entitled Seriously God? 

It invites you to seek the Lord in every joyful or sorrow-filled chapter of your beautiful life. 

It is a practical look at life and to see how God can be brought into your daily life. 

A friend’s child dies; a parent is diagnosed with cancer; your spouse loses their job. 

Sometimes life and God’s plan don’t make sense. And we end up feeling hurt and angry. How do we han-

dle it?  The book brims with hope and inspiration for people looking for both. 

The study weaves the Biblical stories and perspectives into our own life stories.  

For example, the book of Genesis describes the human fall… how it is similar to our present-day experi-

ences… 

All are invited to sign up for this wonderful opening.  

Father Augustine Joseph 



Oakland, California                                         • First Sunday of Lent•                                      March 6th,  2022 

St. Augustine  
Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave  
Oakland, CA 94609 

(510) 653-8631 ext 110 
Fax: (510) 653-4256 

www.staugustineoakland.com 
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net 
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111 

 Parish staff 

 Parochial Administrator 
Fr. Augustine Joseph 

(510) 653-8631 ext 100 
vrevaj20@gmail.com 

 

Music Director 
April McNeely 

(510) 504-4784 
april.mcneely@gmail.com 

 
Faith Formation Coordinator 

Natasha Mendez 
(510) 653-8631 ext 102 

faithformationstau-
gustine@gmail.com 

 

Office Manager 
Linda Prara-Jenkins 

(510) 653-8631 ext 101 
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com 

 

Douglas Castro/Maintenance 

 

   Parish News 
Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located 
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may 
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.   

 

Donations  
 

For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 
to the website and click the Donate link. 

 

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 
the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail  

 

 Important Websites and TV Channels 
 

EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 
Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 

Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 

Young Adults Group 
The St. Augustine Young Adults group meets every Monday at 7:30 

pm in the church in the hospitality area of the church. If you are inter-
ested in receiving more information about the Young Adult group, 
please email Richard Kearney at: rkearney89@gmail.com.  

 

Mass/Worship Services  
 

MASKS:  As of February 16th, 2022, individuals who are vaccinated are 
not required to wear a mask indoors. Anyone who is unvaccinated must 
continue to wear a mask indoors.  

 

St. Vincent de Paul News: 
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area of 

North Oakland and South Berkeley. 
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are able to 

help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well. 
  
 
Annual Bishop’s Appeal Collection 
This weekend there will be a collection for the Annual Bishop’s Appeal.  

Envelopes will be in  the pews.  Please make out the check directly to 
the Bishop’s Ministries Appeal.   

 Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30 am Holy Mass 
Monday through Friday 
 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
Saturdays 
 
10:00 am Sunday Mass 
 
6:00 pm Sunday Mass 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
by Request only 
 
3 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
7 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom 
Monday through Thursday 
 
 
 

 IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill:       
Erika Chaine, Danica Truchlik-
ova, Mary  Lanigan,  Laura Pat-
terson,  Bishop John S. Cum-
mins, and Mildred Burns,  
  
 And those who have died:      
Monsignor Daniel Cardelli,  

Theodora Ferreira, Patrick Dear-
ing, Santiaga Anita Chesley, all 
the  victims of the Coronavirus, 
and    all the souls in Purgatory 
who  have  no one to  pray for 
them.  
 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday 5 pm Mass 
Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

 

RCIA  - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
process in which adults become full, participating members of the 
Catholic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Inter-
ested?  If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugusti-
neinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are.   Either Jay or I will get 
contact  you as soon possible.   

 
 

Question of the Week 
  
For Adults:  How willing are you to profess your faith in Jesus Christ openly to others? 
 

For Children:  Would you still be able to say that you believe in Jesus if others made fund of 
you for it? 

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
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Finding Hope  
in Suffering 

A BIBLICAL JOURNEY MARKED WITH SUFFERING, LEADING TO JOY  

BY MARCELLINO D’AMBROSIO 

 
learly, one of the 

greatest models of faith 

in the Old Testament is 

Abraham. Jews, Christians 

and Muslims all acclaim him as 

such. 

But Abraham also is a model of 

suffering. Abraham’s choice to 

say yes to God, leave 

civilization and lead his family 

into the desert involved great 

hardship (Gen 12:1-4). 

What was the motivation that 

drove him to do it? Simple. 

There was something that God 

promised him that he 

desperately wanted. He 

already had a lot: a wife, 

property, servants and all the 

creature comforts afforded by 

his civilization. Yet he lacked a 

son. 

For Abraham, a son was the 

main pathway to immortality. A 

son would, presumably, go out 

and beget sons, keeping his 

father’s name and memory 

alive. God promised not only 

descendants but a progeny so 

numerous that all the 

communities of the earth 

would find blessing in 

Abraham’s name. 

The desire for future glory 

enabled Abraham to put up 

with the hardships, just as we 

sometimes endure hardship 

and suffering because we 

know it will lead us to some 

place better—perhaps in 

eternity. 

St. Paul wrote to Timothy: 

“Bear your share of hardship 

for the Gospel with the 

strength that comes from God” 

(2 Tm 1:8). 

To be a Christian during the 

first 300 years of the faith 

meant risking everything. If the 

Romans caught you, it could 

mean torture or death. If you 

got off easy, it meant the 

confiscation of your 

possessions. 

Why would people take this 

chance? For the same reason 

Abraham embraced hardship: 

hope. They had been given a 

promise of eternal glory. They 

understood that no earthly 

good could compare with 

everlasting joy and were 

willing to suffer whatever loss 

was necessary to secure it. 

In this, they followed the 

Master: “For the sake of the joy 

that lay before him he endured 

the cross, despising its shame” 

(Heb 12:2). 

Obviously the sober, 

penitential spirit of Lent looks 

forward to the festivities of 

Easter. But Lenten penance 

means more than that. It is an 

opportunity for us to re-

examine what’s most 

important in our lives—the gift 

of friendship with God. 

Do we react to the ups and 

downs of daily life as if that 

were truly the case? In Lent, 

the deeper reason we “give up” 

earthly goods through fasting is 

to make more room for 

heavenly goods, to remind 

ourselves that we do not live by 

bread alone but by every word 

that comes from the mouth of 

God. 

How do we live with the 

suffering in our lives that is not 

voluntary, with the hardships 

that seem to find us no matter 

how we try to escape? 

Lent is a time to choose to 

embrace hardships with faith, 

hope and love, and unite them 

to the cross of Christ. We can 

transform inconvenience and 

even tragedy into 

steppingstones to glory. 

C 

   
 

 
 

 
 


