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Holy Week

Celebration of Holy Week isg&" |
the most important time in the &%\
liturgical calendar. It is the
time we relive the passion,
suffering, death and espe-
cially the resurrection of
Christ. We are invited to be
participants and not just spec-
tators of these events.

Everyone experiences suffering and pain. In our travails we have a model in Jesus
Christ. One should not lose sight of the fact that sufferings can bring about salvation, a
purification of heart, mind and soul. Keeping a crucifix at home reminds us of this great
truth. If Jesus, the Son of God, had to undergo such inordinate agony, what about us
lowly mortals?

Suffering can be physical or mental. Both are hard to bear. It could be enduring the
suffering of a loved one. Mary, Mother of Jesus, standing at the foot of the Cross (John
19:25) invites us to solidarity with the
everyone to be aware of the sufferings of others and to extend a helping hand.

Death of Christ is a reminder to us about the reality of death. In our modern society
there is a tendency to cover up the reality of death. People live without ever thinking of
death, as if they will live forever. Our life on earth will come to end. We have to leave
behind all our material possessions and achievements. If everything ends with death,
then our life on earth is a useless passion, a pointless struggle. Is there anything be-

' ?
yond our life on earth” Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

The resurrection of Christ is a solid answer to this question. By His resurrection
Christ conquered death itself and opened the doors of paradise for each one of us.
This is the good news of our salvation. And it is the culmination of Holy Week. As Saint
Paul said, Aif Christ has not been risen,
sins.o (1 Cor. 15:17) The entire Christize
tion. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul cites the many people who met the risen Lord besides
the apostl es. He says, AThen he appeared
ters at one time, most of them are still

Christianity is alive: Christian religion is not a celebration of some historical event
like the Independence Day celebration or like an anniversary celebration of some
event. It is a celebration of the presence of the risen Lord right in our midst, alive in our
hearts. The season of Lent is a time of preparation to experience the risen Lord in our-
selves and in our brothers and sisters. If one does not meet the risen Lord in these
celebrations, it becomes boring and a waste of time.

May the risen Lord possess you and may you enjoy and savor the sweetness of
Holy Week celebrations.

Father Augustine
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St. Augustine
Catholic Church

400 Alcatraz Ave
Oakland, CA 94609
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com

saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff

Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com

Music Director

April McNeely

(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com

Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstau-
gustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins

(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending
our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.

Donations

For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go
to the website and click the Donate link.

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave.,
Oakland, CA 94609

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by
the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall. Please do
not leave an envelope in the mail
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULES

B HOLY WEEK
< April 11 ™ at 7:00 PM- Parish Reconciliation Ser-

vice

April 14 " Holy Thursday &L or d 6 s
PM

Supe

April 15 ™ Good Friday

12:00 noon & Seven Last Words

3:00 PM OChil drenods
Cross

3:30 PM - Divine Mercy Prayer

7:00 Pm 0Cel ebrati on
Passion

09:00 AM
- 8:30 PM

Morning Prayer
Easter Vigil

8:00 AM 0 Holy Mass
10:00 AM 6 Holy Mass
No Evening Mass
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR

RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the

Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.

ested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugusti-
neinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or | will get

contact you as soon possible.

g Triumphial Entry

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"

Luke 19:38 (NIV)

Inter-
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Question of the Week

For Adults:

When have you felt that you betrayed the

confidence of another, as Peter did when he

denied Jesus?

For Children:

trusted you? How did you feel?

When have you let someone down who

WEEKLY CALENDAR

8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday

4 pm Reconciliation
Saturdays

5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays

10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass

12 pm Stations of the Cross
Fridays during Lent

3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday

7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday

9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday

IN OUR PRAYERS

Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:

Felix Florendo, Pat Nolan, and
Mary Ann Galindo

And those who have died:
Monsignor Daniel Cardelli,
Santiaga Anita Chesley, Keven
Stevens, all the victims of the
Coronavirus, and all the souls in
Purgatory who have no one to
pray for them.

Mass Intentions
Saturday 5 pm Mass
Tony Custodio

Sunday 10 am Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors

Sunday 6 pm Mass
William McGonagle (+)
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LIVING
THE FAITH

Try It, You’ll Like Tt!

A CONFESSION ABOUT CONFESSION

We can take a look info our spirttual mirror, and if we don't like what we see, we have the chance to change
it, all while accepting God's gift of forgiveness.
Confession is ahways an affrmation of faith and not just a proclamation of sinfulness.

less me, reader, for | hawve
Bsinned: | am not the best

role model when it comes
to confession.

Of course, | know how import-
ant it is. | know that there is
great peace in the forgiveness
offered by God, that it strength-
ens our relationship with him and
it reminds us of our duty to live
our lives in a more Christ-like
way.

Like exercise, confession — or the
sacrament of reconciliation, as
we now call it — always makes
mie feel better after | go - sepa-
rated from my sinful habits and
inspired to adhere more closely
to my spirtual path.

But convincing my children of
its myriad benefits 1= one of the
waonderful challenges of parent-
ing. akin to making sure they've
got encugh spintual veggies on
their plate of faith.

Me: “Try it, you'll like 1"
Them: “Uh, huh,” as they hide
their peas under the mound of
miashed potatoes.

Like plenty of adults | kmow, my
children have no problem coming
up with reasons why they don't
need to make a list of their less-
than-stellar moments and, worse,
tell someone about it.

“I haven't done anything wrong,”
spits out my younger daughter
at my suggestion of a Saturday
afternocon family trip to the

cenfessional. (This, of course,
comes right after a morming fight
with her younger brother.}

| deftly point out that while we
aren't a family of murderers, it
would behoove all of us to take
a moment and think of the times
we were less than kind to each
other, when we perhaps spoke
too hastily or tock pleasure in
another person’s misfortune.

We can confess those sinful
moments and receive God's for-
giveness, | say. | try to explain it
in different ways: It's like wiping
down the dry erase board — chalk-
boards are so 20th century — and
miaking a fresh start.

| say to the kids: “Try it, you'll
like 1"

Kid Mo. 2 says: “We've got finsert
random sports activity, birthday
party. sermiannual family ritual)
coming up.”

Sure, in a family of five, there is
always something going om in our
lives. | joke that we don't have
excuses, we have exceptions -
reasons why we are somehow
above the rules. Except, that's
not the case.

Sometimes, the day-to-day strug-
gles are precisely why we need
to make the time for a trip to the
confessional. Those moments
spent in the pew clicking off
our list of sins — the gossip, the
profanity, the desiring of what
belongs to someone else — may

be the reality check we need to
bring us back on course.

We can take a look into our spir-
itual mirror, and if we don't like
what we see, we have the chance
to change it, all while accepting
God's gift of forgiveness.
Me: “Try it, you'll like 1™

“You've been saying we need to
go. and then we don't.” my clder
one says to me.

Zing — the shot to the heart.
She's right. Oh, | talk a good
game about confession, but in
the end, | make all the same
excuses they do. | can't tell you
howe many times |'ve walked into
church on a Sunday morning and
chastised myself for missing the
Saturday confession window.
And then | slide into the pew,
the thought discarded like a wad-

ded-up tissue.

So what am | teaching my kids?
During Lent, | tock the time to
teach them that confession is
something we do — as a family. It
doesn't matter if our sins are big
or small, if we are busy or lazy.
| realized the one I'm convincing
15 myself, that it's time for me to
lock into the mirror and decide
if this is the reflection of Ged |
want the world to see. Only then
can | hope my children will follow
my example.

“Try it, you'll like ®!"
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