Saint Augustine Catholic Church
Oakland, California

• The Ascension of the Lord •

May 29th, 2022

Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ
The Gospels contain many parables of a
master who sets out on a long journey and
gives his servants charge of his estate until his
return. In the feast of the Ascension of the Lord
parable becomes reality. Jesus departs to His
heavenly Father and leaves His disciples in
charge of the affairs of His kingdom till His return in glory. Each of the Gospels we have
ends with a scene in which Jesus finally takes
leave of His disciples. These farewell scenes
focus not on describing the event in detail but
on the last words that Jesus leaves with His
disciples.
So what is the message, the charge that Jesus gives his disciples as He takes physical
leave of them? The message is phrased differently in the Acts and in the Gospels:
But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age. (Matthew 28:19-20)
Continued on page 2
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Mass: Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm
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Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m.
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• Sacrament of Reconciliation •
Saturday at 4 p.m.
Also upon Request
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Go into all the world and proclaim the Good News to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned.
And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they
drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they
will recover. (Mark 16:15-18)
These are the last words of Jesus as recorded differently in the Acts and in Matthew and Mark.
All of them are in agreement that (a) Jesus gave His disciples a mission, a task to engage them till
He returns in glory, and (b) He assured them of divine assistance in the carrying out of this mission.
The mission is to bear witness to the Good News of Jesus to the ends of the earth, to go into all
nations of the world and proclaim the Good News to the whole creation. The universal reach of
this mission is very clear. The message of Jesus is meant to be good news in the ears of all humankind irrespective of nationality or culture. Given the fact that till date many nations have embraced other religions in preference to the gospel, maybe it is time to ask: Are these people rejecting the message of Jesus or are they rejecting the messengers and the way in which they have
presented it? The air of superiority and triumphalism assumed by many Christian missionaries is a
disservice to the gospel and not part of the Good News. Have we perhaps spoilt the Good Story in
the telling?
At the beginning of the twentieth century, some mission-minded Christians started a periodical
and called it "The Christian Century." That title was an expression of their triumphalistic belief that
by the end of the century the whole world would have been Christianized. Today we have hopefully grown wiser and humbler as we realize that in the 20th century, not only did we fail to Christianize the whole world, but rather that we added two world wars to our record of
"accomplishments."
The spreading of the Good News to all nations is not a goal that can be attained by dint of human might and craft. That is why Jesus promises to empower His messengers from on high by His
abiding presence and the Holy Spirit. The challenge of sharing the Good News with all humankind
should, therefore, begin on our knees as we confess that we have often taken matters into our
own selfish human hands and promise to give the Holy Spirit a chance.
Fr. Augustine
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Parish News
Welcome
If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table. You may drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.
Donations
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal,
please go to the website and click the Donate link.

St. Augustine
Catholic Church

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz
Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the

400 Alcatraz Ave
slot by the rectory front door. It is located on the bottom left side wall.
Oakland, CA 94609
Please do not leave an envelope in the mail
(510) 653-8631 ext 110
Fax: (510) 653-4256
www.staugustineoakland.com
saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
Emergencies: (510) 653-8631 ext 111

Parish staff
Parochial Administrator
Fr. Augustine Joseph
(510) 653-8631 ext 100
vrevaj20@gmail.com
Music Director
April McNeely
(510) 504-4784
april.mcneely@gmail.com
Faith Formation Coordinator
Natasha Mendez
(510) 653-8631 ext 102
faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com

Office Manager
Linda Prara-Jenkins
(510) 653-8631 ext 101
staugustinefrontdesk@gmail.com

Douglas Castro/Maintenance

May 22, 2022 First Holy Communion Mass

May 22nd, Parish Collection—$3,435—Thank you for your generosity.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the
process in which adults become full, participating members of the
Catholic Church. Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. Interested? If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are. Either Jay or I will get
contact you as soon possible.

May 29th, 2022
WEEKLY CALENDAR
8:30 am Holy Mass
Monday through Friday
4 pm Reconciliation
Saturdays
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Saturdays
10:00 am Sunday Mass
6:00 pm Sunday Mass
3 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
7 pm Rosary via Zoom
Sunday through Thursday
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom
Monday through Thursday

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please remember in your
prayers those who are ill:
Felix Florendo, Mary Ann
Galindo, Erika Chaine, and
Jozef Dorica.
And those who have died:
Irene Leal, Theresa Allevato,
Benjamin Garcia, Nenita Guido,
all the victims of the Coronavirus, and all the souls in Purgatory who have no one to pray for
them.
Mass Intentions
Question of the Week
For Adults: Who in your family has the gift of wisdom? How
does he or she use this gift?
For Children: Who is the wisest person you know? What has
he or she taught you?

Saturday 5 pm Mass
Parishioners & Benefactors
Sunday 10 am Mass
Immanuel Dizon (+)
Sunday 6 pm Mass
Chester Kolowicz (+)

PRAY THE ROSARY: ENTER DEEPLY INTO THE MYSTERY
Author: Jean Galot, S.J.
The special feature of the prayer of the Rosary is seen in the fact it is addressed to Mary.
Nevertheless, in this intimate contact with the Mother of Jesus, we are made to feel the need
for a deeper relationship with Jesus. Those who pray to Mary realize that their gaze cannot
simply stop at the face of the Mother, for Mary is essentially oriented to her Son and only in
relation to him does she come to play a role in Christian life.
Mary's thoughts were filled with Jesus. If we are to penetrate her deepest desires and feelings, we must share in her attachment to the One she adored as her God, admired as the
Savior of humanity and loved not only as her own son but as the Son of the eternal Father.
Mary's love for Jesus, who had been announced by the Angel, was absolute; it was her consent, a mirror image of total obedience, that brought him into the world.
By virtue of her totally open "yes", Christ developed in his Mother's womb and took possession of her, fully committing her to his service. By offering herself as the "handmaid of the
Lord", she made herself available for the important work of the Messianic kingdom announced by the Angel.
Mary received Jesus as the most desirable guest; he took possession of her maternal being to involve her in establishing the Kingdom.
Thus, a new approach was impressed on the whole of Mary's life, and Christ used it in his
"mystery". This mystery is not only an amazing truth to be discovered: when Jesus said to
the Apostles, "to you has been given the secret of the Kingdom of God" (Mk 4:11), he meant
by these words that the mystery refers to the divine plan of salvation which is fulfilled with the
establishment of God's Kingdom on earth.
If this mystery was given to the Apostles for the full development of their faith and the fulfillment of their preaching mission, it must first have been given to Mary, who was the principal cooperator in the plan of salvation brought about by Christ. Mary entered fully into the
mystery, receiving the superior light of the divine design; gave her whole self to carrying it
out.
One mystery: the Kingdom of God
In the prayer of the Rosary, the meditation on a variety of different "mysteries" sheds light
expressly on the Virgin's relationship with the mystery of Christ. The variety of mysteries
gives us a more vivid picture of the events lived by Mary and enables us to share deeply in
the feelings that the Mother of God felt, in her union with Christ and in her specific contribution to the work of redemption.
Traditionally, the mysteries were grouped as joyful, sorrowful, and glorious. Pope John
Paul II suggested adding a new category: the "mysteries of light". His addition has the special advantage of proposing the episode of the miracle of Cana as a topic for meditation. It
was an important miracle for Mary's cooperation in Christ's work and for the effectiveness of
her intercession. The importance of this first miracle is emphasized in John's Gospel, but
there was no formal reference to it in the "mysteries" of the Rosary.
The number of mysteries cannot make us forget that they are all an expression of a unique
mystery: "the mystery of the Kingdom of God", according to Jesus' assertion, set down by
Mark.
The Rosary is an invitation to enter deeply with Mary into this mystery, which is the mystery of Christ.

