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400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 
Weekend Mass schedule  

Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 Mass:  Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday at 4 p.m. 
Also upon Request 

 
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

Jesus Commissions the Seventy-Two 

Vandalism – On Sunday morning we found the front door of our Church pelted with eggs. Well, the eggs 

could have been put to better use, given high inflation and ominous signs of world hunger. It is an art and 

science of an evolutionary progressive civilization to learn to use one’s anger or disappointments construc-

tively, rather than destructively. The teaching of all religions tells us, “… in everything, do to others what you 

would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. (Matthew 7:12) This is called the 

golden rule which is shared by all people of good will. Let us also pray for people who engage in anti-social 

and terroristic activities that God’s love and support of those around them may transform them into good and 

caring persons! 

Thank God – We have completed the resurfacing work of the Upper parking lot. The work was coordi-

nated by Mr. Douglas Castro. I like to thank him for doing a wonderful job. The work in the cafeteria is in pro-

gress. We hope to complete it in the coming weeks. Thank you for the support of your prayers. So far, all 

works have gone smoothly. 

Thank you for prayers: With all the hustles of travels, I was able to make it on time for the baptism in 

Germany. There were delays in train services, a flight cancellation and waiting long hours at the airport. I be-

lieve through the prayers of all I was able to grind through it all and come home safe. Thank you. 

Gospel invitation: The power of proclamation of the Gospel is on both the hearers as well as on the 

speaker Himself. Jesus tells the seventy-two, who returned rejoicing after being commissioned as missionar-

ies: “I have seen Satan fall like lightning from the sky… do not rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, 

but rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” (Luke 10:18, 20) 

Faith is not a matter of logical reasoning or a natural acquisition. It is a matter of experience. Only God’s 

Spirit can provide the needed religious experience. Only the touch of grace can make the Christian message 

more than a code of conduct and comfort for pious and plastic people. 

It cannot be repeated too often that a living faith is not a human skill or acquisition. We do not pick up 

“believing” as we would learn, for example, to play the piano. We must be touched by the Spirit of God. The 

difference in one who has been touched in this way is so profound that St. Paul calls this person a “new 

creation.” Paul calls a life which has not been touched and transformed by the Spirit “life according to the 

flesh.” The life of a person who has been renewed by the Spirit lives a “life according to the Spirit.” 

Paul himself is so deeply moved by the reality of this complete transformation that he expresses his per-

sonal experience in the line: “I live, now no longer I, but Christ lives in me!” (Gal.2:20) 

Father Augustine Joseph 
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   Parish News 
Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been at-

tending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration 
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospi-
tality table.  You may drop it off in the collection basket at your con-
venience.   

 

Donations  
 

For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, 
please go to the website and click the Donate link. 

 

If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz 
Ave. 

Oakland, CA 94609 
 

If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the 
slot by the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  
Please do not leave an envelope in the mail  

 

Important Websites and TV Channels 
 

EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 

Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 

Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 

 St. Vincent de Paul News: 
We serve anyone in need of grocery support within our parish area 

of North Oakland and South Berkeley. 
Please consider mailing a donation to the parish office if you are 

able to help. God bless you and keep you and your loved ones well. 
 We also accept donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  

Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You.  
 

June 26th, Parish Collection—$1,050.  Thank you for your generos-
ity. 

 
 
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY 

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30 am Holy Mass 
Monday through Friday 
 
4 pm Reconciliation 
Saturdays 
 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
Saturdays 
 
10:00 am Sunday Mass 
 
6:00 pm Sunday Mass 
 
12 pm Stations of  the Cross 
Fridays during Lent 
 
3 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
7 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom 
Monday through Thursday 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill:       
Felix Florendo, Mary Ann 
Galindo, Erika Chaine, Jozef 
Dorica, Inga Vanek, Lucy Castro 
and Roseann Custodio. 
  

 And those who have died:      
Irene Leal, Theresa Allevato, 

Benjamin Garcia, Nenita Guido, 
all the  victims  of the Coronavi-
rus, and    all the souls in Purga-
tory who have no one to  pray for 
them.  

 

 
Mass Intentions 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, 10 am Mass 
Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

 
 

 

 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

 

RCIA  - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the 
process in which adults become full, participating members of the 
Catholic Church.  Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation.   Inter-
ested?  If so, please e-mail us at: RCIAstaugusti-
neinfo@gmail.com letting us know you are.   Either Jay or I will get 
contact  you as soon possible.   

 
  Question of the Week 

  
For Adults:  Where do you see the message of Christian faith 

being rejected in the world today?  What is your 
response to it? 

 

For Children:  What can you do when you are generous with 
others, and they do not want what you give 
them. 

mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com
mailto:RCIAstaugustineinfo@gmail.com


What are the Laity Supposed to be? 
 

By Bishop Robert Barron, December 21, 2021  
https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/barron/what-are-the-laity-supposed-to-be/ 
 

Back in the 1950s, Dorothy Day, the co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, began to articulate a 
vision that was largely ratified at the Second Vatican Council. She said that the prevailing notion of a 
“commandments spirituality” for the laity and a “counsels spirituality” for the clergy was dysfunctional. She was 
referencing the standard view of the period that the laity were called to a kind of least common denominator life 
of obeying the ten commandments—that is to say, avoiding the most fundamental violations of love and jus-
tice—whereas priests and religious were called to a heroic life of following the evangelical counsels of poverty, 
chastity, and obedience. Lay people were ordinary players, and the clergy were spiritual athletes. To all of this, 
Dorothy Day said a rather emphatic no. Every baptized person, she insisted, was summoned to heroic sanc-
tity—which is to say, the practice of both the commandments and the counsels. 

As I say, Vatican II, in its doctrine on the universal call to holiness, endorsed this notion. Though the 
Council Fathers taught that there is a substantial difference between the manner in which clergy and laity in-
corporate poverty, chastity, and obedience, they clearly instructed all followers of Christ to seek real sanctity by 
incorporating those ideals. So, what would this look like? Let us take poverty first. Though the laity are not, at 
least typically, summoned to the sort of radical poverty adopted by, say, a Trappist monk, they are indeed sup-
posed to practice a real detachment from the goods of the world, precisely for the sake of their mission on be-
half of the world. Unless a lay person has interior freedom from an addiction to wealth, power, pleasure, rank, 
honor, etc., she cannot follow the will of God as she ought. 

Only when the woman at the well put down her water jug, only when she stopped seeking to quench 
her thirst from the water of the world’s pleasures, was she able to evangelize (John 4). Similarly, only when a 
baptized person today liberates himself from an addiction to money, authority, or good feelings is he ready to 
become the saint God wants him to be. So, poverty, in the sense of detachment, is essential to the holiness of 
the laity. 

Chastity, the second of the evangelical counsels, is also crucial to lay spirituality. To be sure, though 
the way that the clergy and religious practice chastity—namely, as celibates—is unique to them, the virtue itself 
is just as applicable to the laity. For chastity simply means sexual uprightness or a rightly ordered sexuality. 
And this implies bringing one’s sexual life under the aegis of love. As Thomas Aquinas taught, love is not a 
feeling, but rather an act of the will, more precisely, willing the good of the other. It is the ecstatic act by which 
we break free from the ego, whose gravitational pull wants to draw everything to itself. Like the drive to eat and 
to drink, sex is a passion related to life itself, which is why it is so powerful and thus so spiritually dangerous, 
so liable to draw everything and everybody under its control. Notice how the Church’s teaching that sex be-
longs within the context of marriage is meant to hold off this negative tendency. In saying that our sexuality 
should be subordinated to unity (the radical devotion to one’s spouse) and procreation (the equally radical de-
votion to one’s children), the Church is endeavoring to bring our sex lives completely under the umbrella of 
love. A disordered sexuality is a deeply destabilizing force within a person, which, in time, brings him off-kilter 
to love. 

Finally, the laity are meant to practice obedience, again not in the manner of religious, but in a manner 
distinctive to the lay state. This is a willingness to follow, not the voice of one’s own ego, but the higher voice of 
God, to listen (obedire in Latin) to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. I have spoken often before of Hans Urs 
von Balthasar’s distinction between the ego-drama (written, produced, directed by, and starring oneself) and 
the theo-drama (written, produced, and directed by God). We might say that the entire point of the spiritual life 
is to break free of the former so as to embrace the latter. Most of us sinners, most of the time, are preoccupied 
with our own wealth, success, career plans, and personal pleasure. To obey God is to break out of those soul-
killing preoccupations and hear the voice of the Shepherd. 

Catholics make up around twenty-five percent of our country. Imagine what would happen if, overnight, 
every Catholic commenced to live in radical detachment from the goods of the world. How dramatically politics, 
economics, and the culture would change for the better. Imagine what our country would be like if, today, every 
Catholic resolved to live chastely. We would make an enormous dent in the pornography business; human traf-
ficking would be dramatically reduced; families would be significantly strengthened; abortions would apprecia-
bly decrease. And picture what our country would be like if, right now, every Catholic decided to live in obedi-
ence to the voice of God. How much of the suffering caused by self-preoccupation would be diminished! 

What I am describing in this article is, once again, part of the great Vatican II teaching on the universal call to 

holiness. Priests and bishops are meant, the Council Fathers taught, to teach and to sanctify the laity who, in turn, are to 

sanctify the secular order, bringing Christ into politics, finance, entertainment, business, teaching, journalism, etc. And 

they do so precisely by embracing the evangelical counsels of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 

https://www.catholicworker.org/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/article/4-lessons-on-divine-mercy-from-the-woman-at-the-well/5185/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/to-will-the-good-of-the-other/18268/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/homily/give-up-the-ego-drama/35065/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/341957/religiosity-largely-unaffected-events-2020.aspx
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/gaudete-et-exsultate-and-the-word-on-fire-movement/5763/
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/gaudete-et-exsultate-and-the-word-on-fire-movement/5763/

