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Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 
Weekend Mass schedule  

Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 Mass:  Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday at 4 p.m. 
Also upon Request 

 
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

 
 

Fr. Augustine’s Tuberculosis Ministry (Part One) 

(Sharing this ministry experience, hopefully brings prudent courage and fortitude instead of fear and un-

due anxiety confronted with Covid-19 pandemic) 
 

In the1980s, I was a student of theology in Shillong, India. Students of theology went to the neighbor-
hood and various villages for Sunday Ministry. In my second year of theology, I was assigned to a Tuber-
culosis sanatorium for Sunday ministry.  

What is a sanatorium? 

A sanatorium (also called sanitarium, and rarely sanitorium) is a medical facility for long-term ill-

nesses, most typically associated with treatment of tuberculosis (TB) in the late-nineteenth and early-

twentieth century before the discovery of antibiotics.  

The first suggestion of sanatoria in the modern sense was likely made by George Bodington, who 

opened a sanatorium in Sutton Coldfield in 1836. Tuberculosis sanatoria became common throughout 

Europe from the late 19th century onward and in the early part of 20th century in North America. 

The rationale for sanatoria in the pre-antibiotic era was that a regimen of rest and good nutrition offered 

the best chance that the sufferer's immune system would "wall off" pockets of pulmonary TB infection. 

The National Anti-Tuberculosis Association (Canada) was founded in 1904, its members, including re-

nowned pioneer in the fight against tuberculosis, Dr. R.G. Ferguson, believed that a distinction should be 

made between the health resorts with which people were familiar and the new tuberculosis treatment hos-

pitals: "So they decided to use a new word which instead of being derived from the Latin noun sanitas, 

meaning health, would emphasize the need for scientific healing or treatment. Accordingly, they took 

the Latin verb root sano, meaning to heal, and adopted the new word sanatorium. 

After 1943, when Albert Schatz, then a graduate student at Rutgers University, under the of supervision 

of Selman Waksman, discovered streptomycin, an antibiotic and the first cure for tuberculosis, sanatoria 

began to close. 

Tuberculosis sanatorium in Shillong, India 

The tuberculosis hospital in Shillong was built in 1943 and was initially called Reid Provincial Sanato-

rium. It may have been commissioned by the British officer, Reid, whose name it bears. 
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It had a resident doctor and some nurses who assisted the patients. Common meals were served to 

patients. Most of the patients came from the coal mining parts of the state of Meghalaya. The coal 

mines in the state were privately owned and people worked there without proper or no protection at 

all. Breathing in the coal dust ruined their lungs. 

Although there was a cure for Tuberculosis, few people at the sanatorium seemed to get well and 

return home. Probably, because they came for treatment when the illness was too advanced or their 

lungs were so damaged that they were beyond being cured. Quite a few people in the sanatorium were 

there for two to three years. They were quite forgotten by their families and rarely had any visitors. 

The Ministry 

Tuberculosis sanatorium ministry was started by a student, Manuel Paikada, who was senior to me 

by two years. Our typical Sunday ministry consisted of the following: 

We would leave the study house after breakfast. It was about a forty-five-minute walk to reach the 

location. On reaching, we would go from building to building visiting all the sick people, talking with 

them and distributing reading materials and, in some cases, medicine which the people had requested 

us to buy for them, either because they had no money, or they were unable to get to the stores to pur-

chase it. As we made the rounds, we also invited all to come to the Holy Mass in the community hall. 

Every Sunday we had the reserved use of the community hall. 

We would invite priests who were available and willing to come and celebrate Holy Mass with the 

patients. On average we had around twenty to thirty people attending Mass. 

Occasionally, we would rent a VHS (video cassettes) and a television and show the people an enter-

taining movie. Almost everyone came for the movies. We also would invite nearby schools to come 

and perform for the residents. Once a year we held a community event for the entire sanatorium which 

included doctors and nurses as well. We would have different schools perform cultural shows and 

other entertainment programs. We would also invite an official from the Health and Human Develop-

ment Department to attend the function as a special guest. 

People looked forward to our Sunday visits; many had no one to visit them! It was indeed a treat for 

them to meet the brothers (seminarians) to share their joys and sorrows. A lot of times we did not 

speak the language of the people, but a smile or talking through interpreters did the job. 

To be continued 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
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   Parish News 
 

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been attending 

our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration form located 
on the table in the back of the church next to the hospitality table.  You may 
drop it off in the collection basket at your convenience.   

 
Donations  
 
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, please go 

to the website and click the Donate link. 
 
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot by 

the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  Please do 
not leave an envelope in the mail  

 
Important Websites and TV Channels 
 
EWTN—Masses televised daily. 
              AT&T UVerse—Channel 562—No HD.   
              Comcast: 33 (SD), 291 (SD), 1668 (HD) 
 
Vatican website:  Vatican.va 
 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops:  usccb.org 
 
Bishop Barron:  wordonfire.org 
 
 Feast Day of St. Augustine 
There will  no 6 pm Mass this Sunday, August 28th. 
 
Please join us for our Feast Day celebration at the 10 am Mass 
 
September 4th  Parish Collection—$2,322.  Thank you for your generos-

ity. 
  

  
The Second Collection this week is for the Priests Retirement  Benefits 

Trust.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
  

 St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference: 
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  Leave do-

nations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank You.  
 
  
  
  
  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30 am Holy Mass 
Monday through Friday 
 
4 pm Reconciliation 
Saturdays 
 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
Saturdays 
 
10:00 am Sunday Mass 
 
6:00 pm Sunday Mass 
 
12 pm Stations of  the Cross 
Fridays during Lent 
 
3 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
7 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom 
Monday through Thursday 

 

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill:       
Inga Vanek, Roseann Custodio, 
Suzy Arnhart , Courtenay Redis, 
Bob Stockman, Jeff Shobar, 
Kristina Smith, Teresa 
Bouskova, Mercedes Soto and 
Eva Sajan  
 
 And those who have died:      
Nenita Guido, Mary Martinez, 

Diana Reggie, Lucy Castro, He-
lena Melkovia , all   the  victims  
of the Coronavirus, and  all the 
souls in Purgatory   who have no 
one to pray for them.  

 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

 
Sunday 6 pm Mass 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
 
 

 

 FROM THE DESK OF THE  
FAITH FORMATION COORDINATOR 

 

 

Hello friends! 
Miss Natasha here and am excited to see everyone in class for 

Faith Formation and Children's Liturgy of the Word. Classes will be-
gin Sunday, September 11 with Faith Formation at 0900, and Chil-
dren's Liturgy of the Word during the 10 am mass. In order to be 
registered in our class, you must first be registered with the parish. 
Also, if you are interested in enrolling your children in any Sacra-
mental preparatory class, you must provide a copy of your baptismal 
certificate. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to con-
tact me at faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

Question of the Week 

  
For Adults:  When have you persistently sought after a member 

of your family who has lost his or her way? 
 

For Children:  Have you ever felt you were not getting credit for 
your good works?  What did you do? 

mailto:faithformationstaugustine@gmail.com


 


