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Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 
Weekend Mass schedule  

Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 Mass:  Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday at 4 p.m. 
Also upon Request 

 
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

 
 

Continued on page 2 

 

Merry Christmas 
 

Christmas only comes once a year.  
Some of us are glad of that fact – 
because we get so wrapped up in the 
preparations for the feast that we 
sometimes wear ourselves out before the 
celebration even gets here. 

 
But the truth is that Christmas, the 

reality, is with us all year long.  But 
sometimes we don’t pay attention all year 
long.  We get “into it” toward the end of 
December and “out of it” after New Year’s 
Day football games. 

 
The reality of Christmas is that God 

wants to enter our lives in a permanent way.  So much is this true, that He became “one like us in all 
things but sin”.  He deeply desires a relationship with us, not one that is just formal, but one that is “real”, 
shopworn, hands-on, and personal, the kind of relationship we have with our family members who love 
us in spite of it all. 

 
But as with all true love, He cannot and will not force His presence upon us.  But like all true 

friendships, we cannot take this one for granted.  We all know what happens to relationships that we 
don’t invest any personal time in.  They get distant, somewhat cold; they wither and eventually die – 
sometimes without our noticing it all that much. 

  
This same reality is true of our relationship with God.  To think that we are going to preserve that 

relationship as anything more than a fleeting fantasy that we take out and dust off once or twice a year, if 
we don’t make time for God regularly in our daily lives – is simply an illusion, a figment of vain wishes. 

 
That is why faithful Christians gather together each Sunday to be reminded of this relationship, to 

invest time and energy in God.  That is why they spend some daily time in prayer and with their Bible, 
trying to listen to the Word of God and endeavoring to follow where it would lead their heart.  It is why 
they are involved in some kind of care and outreach to others after the manner of Christ.  All this keeps 
that relationship with God present, alive, growing, so that we really experience what it is like to be loved 
by God and to live daily in that love. 
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“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 
 
For all these faithful Christians, with all their ups and downs, their struggles and failures (like the rest of 

us), it takes some planning to get to Mass each week.  It is a pain sometimes.  But isn’t that what any re-
lationship involves – doing something that we would rather not be doing for the sake of the one we love 
and who loves us? 

  
As the old Marriage Ritual used to say: “life can be difficult and involve sacrifice.  Only love can make it 

easy and perfect love can make it a joy.”  So it is in our relationship with God. 

 

I invite you to experience Christmas all year long.  We who serve as staff in this parish are eager to 
help you find that experience.  Let us know how we can help. 

 
What a tremendous love story we celebrate today!  And it is ours all lifelong if we’ll accept it.  That is 

what makes for a truly Happy Christmas. 
 

Fr. Augustine Joseph 
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 Parochial Administrator 
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Music Director 
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December 18th Parish Collection:  $797. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
 
   

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Akita, Japan. 
 

We are organizing a pilgrimage to Akita, Japan, from May 
15

th
 to May 25

th
 2025. Kindly find the flyer at the back of the 

Church. There will be also opportunities to visit places like, To-
kyo, Hiroshima, Kyoto, etc. It is a wonderful opportunity to pray, 
rest, relax and visit new places and peoples. There is also an 
extension available for visiting South Korea. For further infor-
mation kindly call the parish office. 

 

Father Augustine Joseph 

For Adults: For Children: 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
that you have put on the light of 
Jesus Christ? 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
the light of Jesus in you? 

For Adults: For Children: 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
that you have put on the light of 
Jesus Christ? 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
the light of Jesus in you? 

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been at-

tending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration 
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospital-
ity table.  You may drop it off in the collection basket at your conven-
ience.   

 
Donations  
 
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, 

please go to the website and click the Donate link. 
 
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz 

Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot 

by the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  
Please do not leave an envelope in the mail. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference: 
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  

Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank 
You.  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30 am Holy Mass 
Monday through Friday 
 
4 pm Reconciliation 
Saturdays 
 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
Saturdays 
 
10:00 am Sunday Mass 
 
6:00 pm Sunday Mass 
 
7 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom 
Monday through Thursday 

 

 
 

 
 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Ivan 
Lieberburg,  Inga Vanek,   Flor-
ence Scott,  Katie Gentleman, 
Fr. Ron Smith, Joyce Mende-
Wong , Courtenay Redis, Fr. 
Tran Dinh, Fr. Paul Schmidt, and 
Fr. George Crespin. 
 
 And those who have died:      
Ken Jennings, Bob Redis, Fr.  

Paul Cleu,  Fr. Vincent Brylka, all 
the  victims of the Coronavirus, 
and all the souls in  Purgatory   
who have no one to pray for 
them. 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Sunday 12 pm Mass 
Parishioners & Benefactors 

 

 
Sunday 10 am Mass 
Gerald Rice Jr (+) 

 

 

 

 

 

Question of the Week 
  
For Adults:  If Jesus were to be born today, do you think you would 

accept him and follow him?  Why or why not? 
 
For Children:  What could you and your family do for others during 

the next week to celebrate the birth of Jesus?  



Fr. Augustine’s book, Mission Stories is available after all weekend Masses or 
by calling the rectory office at (510) 653-8631. 

 
This book will make a great Christmas gift for friends and family 

Several people have asked me for a copy of the  reflection I gave at the Reconciliation Service so I decided to 
publish it here. 

 

Why do we need reconciliation? 
 

I have been asked by many people why we need to go to “confession.” I hear things like, “I have a deep per-
sonal relationship with God and I confess my sins to him directly” or, from my Protestant friends, “the bible does-
n’t say anything about confessing to a priest. It’s just the way the Catholic Church keeps people under its heel.’ 
Too many people think that their sins are between themselves and God. But the truth is that there is always an-
other person (or persons) on the receiving end of our transgressions. If our relationship with another person is 
damaged our relationship with God is damaged. 

 

In the first reading God tells Moses to tell the Israelites: “if a man or a woman commits any offence against an-
other person, thus breaking faith with the Lord, and thereby becomes guilty, that person shall confess the wrong 
that has been done, make restitution in full, and in addition give one fifth of its value to the one that has been 
wronged.” (Take that, Protestant friends.) 

 

So, if a person is guilty, he or she has committed some kind of offence. 
 

If that person does not acknowledge having committed an offence, the guilt remains with him or her. If that 
person never acknowledges any offences he or she will accumulate guilt over time. Like Jacob Marley’s chains in 
Dickens’s story “A Christmas Carol.” 

 

But even if that person confesses to the offence he or she is still guilty. The process of reconciliation begins 
with an admission of guilt. He or she must also confess the offence to the one who has been wronged; only then 
can he or she ask for forgiveness. 

 

OK, so a person has committed an offence, confessed the offence, and been forgiven by the person he or she 
had wronged. But the relationship has still been damaged. Even if the guilty person makes restitution the relation-
ship has still been damaged. 

 

Only by reconciliation can the relationship be restored. Reconciliation means to bring into agreement or har-
mony. So, both people must agree that each one has done everything he or she can to restore the relationship. 

But what if the person who has been wronged is either unwilling or unable to accept the confession or to for-
give the offence? 

 

Through the sacrament of reconciliation we can be absolved of our guilt. We go to the priest, confess our sins, 

receive a penance, and receive absolution – and only a priest can give absolution. This is not a get-out-of-jail-

free card. We can’t commit a bunch of sins and expect to receive absolution without having done all we can to 

make reparation and be reconciled. 

In the Gospel reading we heard Peter ask how many times he must forgive his brother. Jesus replies, “not 

seven times but seventy-seven times.” In the Gospel of Luke Jesus says, “And if that same person sins against 

you seven times a day, and turns back to you seven times and says, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive.” 

If we refuse to forgive others, we accumulate grievances just like Jacob Marley in Dickens’s “A Christmas 
Carol.” Every grievance we hang on to adds a link to the chain that we carry in our hearts. I think it’s worth noting 
here that the grievances we hold in our hearts only affect us; they only make us suffer. The other person may not 
even realize that we are holding a grievance, in which case, they go on about their lives without suffering in any 
way.  

 

So, if we are unable to forgive others, we may not be able to repair our relationship with that person; recon-

ciliation may not be possible. In such a case, we can, at least, be reconciled with God through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. If we ask God for forgiveness when we are unable to forgive, we may be surprised to find that 

when we receive forgiveness from God, we also receive the grace to forgive others. 

April 


