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Saint Augustine Catholic Church 

 

400 Alcatraz Ave Oakland, CA 94609 • www.staugustineoakland.com 
Weekend Mass schedule  

Saturday: 5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 Mass:  Sunday , 10:00 am & 6:00pm 

• Weekday Eucharist • 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Communion Service: Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. 
. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation • 
Saturday at 4 p.m. 
Also upon Request 

 
“ We are called by Christ to love Him, to follow Him and to bring Him to the world.” 

 

 
 

 

THERE IS A TIME FOR EVERYTHING… 

“What is time then? If nobody asks me, I know; but if I were desirous to explain it to one that should 

ask me, plainly I do not know.” St. Augustine 

Time is a very interesting subject. As philosophers have pointed out, in many respects, time does not 

really exist. It is a “rational construct with a foundation in reality”. It is the way in which human beings 

measure change. If there were no change, there would be no time. I find this kind of thinking fascinating. 

We all easily engage in this kind of understanding of time.  We in fact measure time not just by our 

calendars, but by our hair line, our wrinkles, our aches and pains, and above all by the often surprising 

growth of our children and grandchildren. We thus really “notice” the passage of time. 

All time belongs to the Lord because we are on a journey of change, moving ever more deeply (we 

hope) into the Kingdom of God yet to come fully among us.   

2023 is another year of Christ’s presence among us, another year inviting us to grow, to change, to 

develop to be more like Him. His grace and His Spirit dwells with us, has pitched His tent among us for 

another year. 

We pray that we may grow this year then, become more holy, more filled with His life and love. We 

pray that this may truly be a Year of the Lord for each of us personally as well as for the whole human 

race. 

A New Year of the Lord. That is what the old designation A.D. (Anno Domini, Latin) meant.   

“Know the true value of time; snatch, seize, and enjoy every moment of it. No idleness, no laziness, no 

procrastination: never put off till tomorrow what you can do today.” Philip Stanhope, 4th Earl of 

Chesterfield 

 

Happy New Year of the Lord 2023! 

Father Augustine  
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December 25th Parish Collection:  $10,976. Thank you for your generos-

ity. 
 
 
 

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Akita, Japan. 
 

We are organizing a pilgrimage to Akita, Japan, from May 
15

th
 to May 25

th
 2025. Kindly find the flyer at the back of the 

Church. There will be also opportunities to visit places like, To-
kyo, Hiroshima, Kyoto, etc. It is a wonderful opportunity to pray, 
rest, relax and visit new places and peoples. There is also an 
extension available for visiting South Korea. For further infor-
mation kindly call the parish office. 

 

Father Augustine Joseph 

For Adults: For Children: 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
that you have put on the light of 
Jesus Christ? 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
the light of Jesus in you? 

For Adults: For Children: 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
that you have put on the light of 
Jesus Christ? 

What will you do during 
Advent so that others can see 
the light of Jesus in you? 

Welcome 
    If you recently moved into the neighborhood and have been at-

tending our parish, we would love to invite you to pick up a registration 
form located on the table in the back of the church next to the hospital-
ity table.  You may drop it off in the collection basket at your conven-
ience.   

 
Donations  
 
For anyone who would like to donate to our parish via PayPal, 

please go to the website and click the Donate link. 
 
If you would like to mail a check, you may send it to 400 Alcatraz 

Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94609 
 
If you would like to drop it off at the rectory, you may put it in the slot 

by the rectory front door.  It is located on the bottom left side wall.  
Please do not leave an envelope in the mail. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society, Parish Conference: 
Accepts donations of non-perishable food, bottled water.  

Leave donations in the SVdP basket in the vestibule.  Thank 
You.  

http://www.staugustineoakland.com
mailto:saintaugustinechurch@comcast.net
mailto:raiderjenkins@att.net
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
8:30 am Holy Mass 
Monday through Friday 
 
4 pm Reconciliation 
Saturdays 
 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass 
Saturdays 
 
10:00 am Sunday Mass 
 
6:00 pm Sunday Mass 
 
7 pm Rosary via Zoom 
Sunday through Thursday 
 
9 pm Night Prayer via Zoom 
Monday through Thursday 

 

 
 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Please remember in your 
prayers those who are ill: Ivan 
Lieberburg,  Inga Vanek,   Katie 
Gentleman, Fr. Ron Smith, 
Joyce Mende-Wong , Courtenay 
Redis, Fr. Tran Dinh, Fr. Paul 
Schmidt, Fr. George Crespin, 
Rose Sartorial and Sam Wolfe. 
 
 And those who have died:      
Bob Redis, Fr.  Paul Cleu,  Fr. 

Vincent Brylka, all the  victims of 
the Coronavirus, and all the 
souls in  Purgatory   who have 
no one to pray for them. 

 
 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, 5 pm Mass 

Parishioners & Benefactors 
 

 
Sunday 10 am Mass 
Antonio Custodio (-) 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Question of the Week 
  
For Adults:  If Jesus were to be born today, do you think you would 

accept him and follow him?  Why or why not? 
 
For Children:  What could you and your family do for others during 

the next week to celebrate the birth of Jesus?  

Next week’s second collection is for the Diocesan 
Seminarians.  Thank you for your generosity. 



Fr. Augustine’s book, Mission Stories is available after all 
weekend Masses or by calling the rectory office at (510) 653-
8631. 

MARY, OUR MOTHER AND THE MOTHER OF GOD 

 

Mary, our Blessed Mother, was only a young girl when she learned that she was going to be an impor-

tant part of God’s plan for the whole world. 

 

Tradition tells us that Mary was three years old when her parents, Anne and Joachim, took her to the tem-

ple in Jerusalem so that she could be blessed. The blessing was a sign that she would love and serve 

God. Anne and Joachim raised Mary according to Jewish customs and they taught her always to believe 

and trust in God. 

 

When Mary was a young woman, the angel Gabriel appeared to her and told her that God had chosen her 

to be the mother of his only Son. The angel said that God wanted Mary to name her son Jesus, and that 

he is holy because he is the Son of God. Mary said “yes” to God, even though she did not understand how 

all of this would happen. She said, “May it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). 

 

We know that Mary’s son became the Savior of the world, and his work continues through the Church to-

day. Long ago, the Holy Spirit guided our Church leaders to understand that Jesus is true God and true 

man. He is both divine and human. He is the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity. Jesus was also a child 

who grew up, and who eventually suffered death on the cross and rose from the dead. After much prayer 

and debate, our Church leaders said that Mary was not only the mother of Jesus. She was also the Mother 

of God, since Jesus is truly God. Our Church leaders gave Mary a special title: Theotokos. This is a Greek 

word that means “God-bearer” or “Mother of God.” 

 

Long before our Church leaders officially declared Mary the Mother of God, her cousin Elizabeth knew 

what a special privilege Mary had been given. When Mary went to visit Elizabeth, Elizabeth called her “the 

mother of my Lord” (Luke 1:43). 

 

Mary is our greatest saint, and so we begin every year with a celebration in her honor. We also show our 

love and reverence for Mary on many other special days throughout the liturgical year. We call these spe-

cial days Marian Feasts. There are also many popular devotions to Mary across the world, such as: Our 

Lady of Guadalupe; Mary, Undoer of Knots; Our Lady of Mercy; Immaculate Heart of Mary; and Our Lady 

of Good Health. We can pray to Mary, the Mother of God, every day. We can ask her to help us say “yes” 

to God’s plan for us. We can ask Mary to pray that we will follow Jesus in everything we say and do. 

 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou amongst women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. 

Amen. 


